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EDITORIAL 


Seldom has so unanimous and energetic a response been” 
given by Catholics to the appeals of the Holy See as that ° 
accorded Pope Pius XI by American Catholics in answer to 
his summons to combat atheistic Communism. Rome has 
spoken. Clear, convincing, and authoritative, the words of 
the Holy Father have gone forth over all the earth. In our) 
own land bishops, priests, and people, schools and organiza-_ 
tions of every kind, press and forum have combined to pro- 
claim and spread his message. Communism has been faced 
by a solid and determined Catholic front. 


True, our popular campaign has hitherto been lgrgely nega- 
tive. We could hardly have expected it to be otherwise. — 
Though the ringing words of social justice and Christian 
charity have not sounded in vain from the watchtower of 
the Vatican, yet training in constructive Catholic social 
thought and action has been the privilege of a compara- 
tively few. 


Moreover, it must always be borne in mind that our own 
positive program can not possibly have the simplicity charac- 
teristic of radical formulas in their appeal to the people, de- 
manding nothing more—nor less—than that they take over, 
own and operate collectively the productive property of the 
countries in which they live. A vast task, to be sure, but 
then why should they worry? The industrial and economic 
administration will be cared for by their leaders. 


On its ethical side, the familiar Marxian slogan, expropriate 
the expropriators, is equally simple. Capital is defined as the 
sum total of all the surplus value of which labor has been 
robbed by the employer throughout the course of the past 
generations. For the laborers to take it back is merely to 
reclaim their own. They have no apologies to make. With 
God eliminated and the Ten Commandments abrogated, the 
problem becomes still more simple. 


Need we wonder, then, if men, who themselves have per- 
haps been most unjustly dealt with in the existing economic — 
system, should come to believe that in the one magic word 
Communism they possess the Open Sesame to all the riches — 
barred and locked away from them for the enjoyment of the 
favored few? Add to this the energy, the intelligence, the 
self-sacrificing devotion that have gone into the promotion 
of Communism everywhere. 


Our program is clear. We must be no less active than 
the Communists, but our problem is far more difficult. On 
the other hand, our motives for work are more sublime. 
There is need, not merely of promoting enthusiasm, but of 
sustaining it indefinitely. This implies knowledge of the 
Communist side, without exaggeration or misrepresentation 
and a no less perfect understanding of our own Catholic 
social objectives as set before us by the Holy See. The doc- 
trine of the Mystical Body of Christ, so providentially stressed 
in our day, will serve as a mighty inspiration. 
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Divergent Views of Proletarian Literature 


A continuation of the series on the Communist “Cultural Front.” 


I 


ECENTLY readers of the London 
Times “Literary Supplement” 
vere astonished to find the headline, 
American Writers Look Left.’’ That 
ne leading article in a Tory literary 
urnal should carry such a title is 
highly significant. Undoubtedly it 
used considerable speculation in cir- 
es hitherto indifferent to Marxian 
‘ialectics. 


The article was evidently inspired by 
o volumes: one recording the pro- 
edings of the American Writers’ Con- 
‘ress; the other an anthology, “Prole- 
rian Literature in the United States.” 
aStigating the “strange sterility” of 
id American writers, the anonymous 
thor lauds the proletarian movement 
s a font of concerted literary activity 
md estimable writing. According to 
im, the only approximating perform- 
ce has been that of the Regionalists 
a the South and Middle West, but 
egionalism, he adds, is essentially 
peal, incohesive, introspective. 

After calling attention to a host of 
-otable proletarian productions, the 
tticle concludes by acclaiming the 
enuinely vibrant impulse imparted to 
merican literature by this growing 
aovement. The problem to be solved 
present is whether from a beginning 
f such narrow psychological limits 
4is type of literature will be able ulti- 
mately to cope with the ubiquity of 
suman experience. Optimistic left- 
yingers at the Writers’ Congress re- 
ssure us by insisting that an artist’s 
»olitics must always be. regarded as 
condary. 

—Condensed from an article by Herbert 

W. Horwill in New York Times by 

Mr. P. Gibbons, S.J. 


I 


Half a dozen years ago the Ameri- 
fan literary expatriates flung away 
heir berets, drank their farewells to 


Paris, and hastened to New York, 
where they speedily made themselves 
at home on the Red Bandwagon. 

They joined the radical movement 
when Stalin, having exiled Trotsky and 
imprisoned some 30,000 Trotskyites, 
had succeeded in outlawing all critical 
discussion in the Communist Party in 
Russia and throughout the world. Pro- 
letarian art became the handmaiden of 
Soviet politics, and literary left-wing- 
ers were simply the intellectual errand 
boys of the Stalin regime. The Russian 
Association of Proletarian Writers, 
known as RAPP, began to dictate the 
work of Communist writers. Thus 
when critical courage was more needed 
in the movement than ever, these con- 
verts were ushered into it, yet meekly 
they carried on the RAPP work in 
America for the literary regime in Rus- 
sia. They gave proletarian literature 
the unfortunate stamp from which it 
will, with great difficulty, emerge. 

In their blind impetuosity, these pro- 
letarian converts did not realize that 
proletarian literature was not always a 
pawn in the hands of bureaucrats. 


Back in 1925 that type of literature: 


had been vigorously debated. Whether 
there could be such a thing, was far 
from settled. Stalin settled it by sup- 
pressing all Trotskyist literature, and 
banned from publication Trotsky’s 
book, ‘Literature and Revolution,” 
which was the book that gave life to 
the whole controversy. Trotsky had 
maintained that proletarian literature 
was impossible because the period of 
the proletarian dictatorship, before the 
classless society existed, would prove 
too brief for its development. This 
opinion was widely discussed in Com- 
munist publications all over the world. 
The Daily Worker praised Trotsky’s 
book and defended his argument. Yet 
after Trotsky was exiled the same 
Daily Worker, cringing before Stalin’s 
whip, denounced Trotsky. Now my 
point is not that Trotsky was correct 
in his thesis, but that the suppression 
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of all defense of his position, and the 
banning of his book, was destructive 
of the very values which are the sine 
qua non .of criticism under any guise, 
proletarian or bourgeois. Proletarian 
criticism reached its nadir as far as 
literary intelligence or social vision was 
concerned—and it has been in that 
state ever since. 

I condemn the literary converts in 
this country for selling their integrity 
and intelligence to a band of power- 
seeking bureaucrats. We might blame 
their acceptance of a political hegemony 
on lack of experience, but we cannot 
excuse their acceptance of a literary 
bureaucracy. In such a suppression of 
literary ideas, whether those of a Trot- 
sky or anyone else, no proletarian liter- 
ature of a vital sort can flourish. And 
as a result of this suppression we notice 
in the last four year a steady shift of 
intellectuals from the Stalinist to the 
Socialist camp—men like James Rorty, 
Sidney Hook, Charles Yale Harrison, 
Louis Hacker, James T. Farrel. Per- 
haps the recent appalling Trotskyist 
executions will cause an even greater 
split. 

The reader must not misconstrue the 
preceding paragraphs as arguments 
against proletarian literature in se. 
Such a literature will develop in every 
industrial country, but only when it 1s 
a natural and irrepressible outgrowth 
of a spontaneous relationship between 
the artist and his environment. When, 
as in the United States, it is forced out 
of social context, or twisted to fit an 
artificial foreign pattern, it will give 
birth, not to proletarian literature, but 
to proletarianitis. 

What precisely is true proletarian 
literature? It is more than literature 
which deals with proletarians alone. It 
may also be written about aristocrats. 
Nor should we confuse working-class 
literature with proletarian. Dickens 
and George Eliot wrote novels about 
proletarians, but their fiction has no 
more to do with proletarian literature 


than the crocodile tears of a chatau- 
quan tragedian with genuine tragedy. 
Proletarian literature is truly domi- 
nated by a dynamic revolutionary idea, 
and inspired by a collective purpose. 
It embodies a belief in the workers as 
the class of tomorrow. 

In 1931, the great year of the de- 
pression, the literary lads to whom we 
are referring scrambled upon the Stalin 
Express and shouted to the world that 
they had come to put proletarian litera- 
ture on the map. And what has been 
the result? Proletarian literature today 
is not being read by proletarians. That 
class are far more interested in Eddie 
Guest, Peter B. Kyne, and Fannie 


Hurst than they are in Waldo Frank, 
Jack Conroy, or Michael Gold. In 
other words, literature is being churned 
out for the proletariat which the prole- 
tariat refuses to read, but which bour- 
geois middle-class romantics devour 
voraciously. 

Our pseudo-proletarian penmen fail 
to see that the class struggle in this 
country is different from that in 
Europe. The class struggle here has 
never been between the proletariat and 
the bourgeois, but rather between the 
big bourgeois and the small bourgeois, 
with the workers identifying their in- 
terests with the latter. American work- 
ers, unlike the European, would be 


~ ~ 


the last people to consider themselves 
proletarian. They have always been 
anti-Wall Street, but at the same time 
pro-Main Street. 

When American proletariat writers 
try to write novels about the American 
proletariat in terms of what they have 
learned from Marx and Moscow, in- 
stead of in terms of what the American 
workers actually are today, what they 
become are not literary realists but 
proletarian pollyannas. They write 
about the United States as if 1t were 
Soviet Russia. 

—Condensed by Mr. P. Gibbons, S.J., 
from “Proletarianitis,” by V. F. Cal- 
verton in the Saturday Review of 
Literature. 


The Deus Ex Machina In Soviet Literature 


Synopsized by CORNELIUS A. ALLEN, S.J. 


The following is a mosaic, as it were, of excerpts from Clarence A. Manning’s article, “The Deus ex 
Machina in Soviet Literature,’ which appeared in the December, 1936, issue of “The American Review.” 


“ ITERATURE can be classified 
in many ways. ... Yet in con- 
sidering the whole progress and pro- 
gram of Soviet literature, it may be 
worth while to discuss that quality in 
which it most varies from the literature 
of Russia before 1917—its attitude 
towards the state.” For “it is exactly 
here that the greatest difference is 
found between the old and the new.” 
From the end of the Romantic period 
about 1840, Russian literature was, for 
the most part, directed against the old 
monarchy. But today “Soviet litera- 
ture, whether by conviction or by coer- 
cion, has changed its course, and it is 
bound in every way to approve or to 
justify the trend of events. . . . Hence 
arises the necessity for many Soviet 
authors to turn and twist their stories 
as they will but yet to maintain due 
regard for the necessary moral and 
instructive end that is to come at the 
end of their works.” 


In some cases, of course, such an 
ending is achieved without difficulty, 
since “the characters and the back- 
ground of the stories lead them logi- 
cally and of necessity to the desired 
ending.” It is not possible, however, 
for the Soviet writer always to glide 
smoothly to the prescribed kind of con- 
clusion, and these resemble “‘the critical 
Euripides” who “tied up the story in 
a curious impasse and then was obliged 
to invoke the service of some god to 
carry the tale back to the condition 
which the audience and the priests of 
Dionysus demanded. Now there is no 
priest, but there is a censorship, as well 
as an opportunity for recognition as a 
constructive force in Soviet society, of 
which many writers take advantage.” 


The devices by which Soviet writers 
produce an ending consonant with 
Soviet ideals when a different ending 
would be more consistent—at least ac- 
cording to generally accepted norms— 
are best explained by examining a few 
of them in the concrete. 

There is Leonov’s “The Thief,” 
which relates how a certain Mitka, 
once an esteemed revolutionary hero, 
becomes a celebrated thief, an enemy 
of society, both old and new; how, 
upon recovering from illness, he is 
driven by a better instinct to forsake 
the city and to return to his country 
home; how he there joins a crew of 
wood-cutters, works in their guild, 
later enters a factory, devotes himself 
to study, and finally wins back the good 
name he had lost. 

“Imagine a stolid and logical writer 
of the world drawing such a picture. 
A return to the farm and the forest. 
.. . We may call it sentimental if we 
will, but it offers a promise of redemp- 
tion and of service to the state little 
short of miraculous. Mitka had been 
an adornment of the Soviets. He had 
fallen, but he must rise again. Fresh 
air and hard labor are all that is neces- 
sary—together with right thinking. . . . 
The deus ex machina of Soviet strength 
or the healing power of Mother Na- 
ture—they are very close together and 
used for similar purposes.” 

Another device whereby the Soviet 
writer imposes the correct Soviet end- 
ing on his story is found in Fedin’s 
“Cities and Years.” Here the contor- 
tion is performed by placing the de- 
sired ending before the corpus of the 
story, to insure a clear understanding 
of its true character. And so, the novel 
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opens with a description of the ““mad- 
ness and confusion” of Andrey Start- 
sev, followed by the defense and judi- 


cial exoneration of his murderer, Kurt- 


Van, who explains in his defense “how 
he had always trained himself to think 
objectively and how he had acted reso- 
lutely on the ground of his logical con- 
clusions.” Since Van is a thorough- 
going Communist, his acquittal is the 
“ideological ending,” and it is placed 
at the beginning of the novel “for all 
to read and understand.” Then follows 
the story of Andrey Startsev. He is 
liberal-minded and superfluous, “‘for he 
allows his appreciation of art and life, 
his love for a girl and his sense of 
honor to seduce him into sparing a 


man who has saved his life but who is — 


now hostile to the Soviet Union.” We 
are moved to sympathize with Andrey 
when we see how humanly he reacts to 
the difficulties thickening about him. 


But finally logic drives Kurt Van to- 


kill him “‘in order that the idea of the 


; 


J 
q 


story might live, for the idea is greater — 


than the individual’ in the Soviet 


scheme of things. 


Novels which, unlike “Cities and 


Years,’ have no “strong and_ self- 
reliant Communist to carry the burden 
of the message” have recourse to an 
explanatory text, as in Voinova’s. 
‘Precious Stones.” “In the beginning 
there-is". 
what is to be the outcome of the story 
with proper emphasis upon the defeat 
of the intelligentsia, and vet, if we read 
the story with the usual literary re- 
sponses, we find that all the human and 
the humane qualities are to be illus- 
trated among the intelligentsia. The 
Communists are the ruthless movers of 


. a definite statement of 


a a 


: 
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society, and the intelligentsia represent 
those qualities which had always actu- 
ated the heroes of Russian literature.” 
| Such a statement “as to where the 
ultimate fate of the struggle is to rest” 
is commonly found in all Soviet works 
which attempt a sympathetic treatment 

f the intelligentsia. “There can be no 
Houbt in the mind of a person rightly 
acquainted with the Soviet movement 
where the final victory must rest, and 


even if it seems strained at first sight, 
it is necessary that we rest on our in- 
tellectual perceptions and accept this.” 
“This invincibility of the idea” 
serves likewise to steer the Soviet 
comedy aright, and here a hopelessly 
complicated situation can be magically 
unravelled by the timely introduction 
of Soviet philosophical principles. 
Thus the Soviet author may “create 
an impasse in his work,” since he can 


always appeal to the principles of 
Soviet philosophy as a solution. In 
Soviet literature “hero and plot and 
goal are one and if, by any chance, 
either hero or plot fall short of the 
goal, then the author must bring them 
back by force if necessary; by decree, 
if possible, and so the literature can 
maintain its record of being a positive 
force in the building up of the new 
system.” 


Communist Propaganda in the Ballet 


IVORCED from traditional 
themes of poetic meaning by dis- 
earding previous conventional physical 
imitations, the modern ballet has made 
ase of dance pantomimes to express 
iving ideas. But choreography has been 
#0 impressed with its new freedom that 
she greater activity has clouded its in- 
celligence, and the ideas presented are 
»bscure and vague. Even Soviet Russia 
ppears to have seen little propaganda 
value in the ballet. The recent Soviet 
Jrama Festival featured folk dancing. 
In this country the male ballet of 
ed Shawn has expressed feebly cer- 
cain proletarian ideas. The Monte 
~arlo Ballet Russe has made use of an 


ORMER Governor Alfred E. 
Smith led a barrage of speeches 
:gainst Communism at a mass meeting 
ht the New York Hippodrome last 
ight, sponsored by the American As- 
ociation Against Communism and the 
‘atholic Truth Society. Other speak- 
-rs included George U. Harvey, 
Borough President of Queens, 
atthew Woll, vice president of the 
merican Federation of Labor, and 
e Rey. Dr. Edward Lodge Curran, 
ieresident of the association. 

The former governor told 4,000 
asteners that the “great and lasting 
‘rror’” of Communism was the Com- 
iunists did not understand the govern- 
nent of the United States. “We have 
no rulers in this country,” he said. 
*This country belongs to the rank and 
le of the people. Nobody can rule 
iis country.” 

“Every Government official from the 
Sresident down to the janitor of the 
jity hall is a servant-—a public servant. 
e exercises no power that in the last 
tnalysis does not rest in the people 
hemselves.” 


By T. H. NEEDHAM 


American ballet, Union Pacific, by 
Leonide Massine, which vigorously 
condemns capitalistic labor methods. 
For the past five years Kurt Jooss, 
pupil of the German choreographer 
Rudolph von Laban, has been present- 
ing “The Green Table,” an anti-war 
ballet. In this ballet ten grotesquely 
masked dancers mime as diplomats. 
They start war, and Death destroys 
soldiers and women. After the war 
the hyprocrisy of the peace conference 
is ‘satirized: “In ~The’ Mirror” the 
Jooss Ballet portrays post-war con- 
fusion, arriving at the climax of the 
dance when the laborer’s wife discards 
her drab clothes and joins the women 


Mass Meeting 


Mr. Smith said that the Russian 
government, far from obliterating class 
distinction, had set up two classes, the 
tyrannical commissars and the tyran- 
nized workers. In addition, there was 
no life save that guaranteed by the 
state, there was no liberty and no prop- 
erty, he said. 

“There is no room in this country 
for Communism,” he said. “Ours is a 
land of opportunity and the gateway 
to that is open to everybody, and ac- 
cording to our past history the poorest 
men and the poorest women in America 
can rise to the planes of greatest dis- 
tinction. And over and above that the 
United States is a Christian country.” 

He told his listeners that America 
must be kept free of Communism, 
Fascism and Naziism, “until God sends 
His Divine Son to judge the world by 


fire. 
* Ok Ok 


The necessity for cooperation be- 
tween religion and labor was empha- 
sized by Mr. Woll. “Both free insti- 
tutions of labor and of religion are 
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of the street. The communistic New 
Theatre group in New York City has 
organized a_ ballet, which, however, 
like the ballet of the socialistic Rebel 
Arts group, 1s without notable choreo- 
graphers. The same may be said of 
the Jewish theatrical company “Artef’” 
which, following the tradition of Greek 
drama, usually includes interpretative 
dancing as an element in its produc- 
tions. 

The New Theatre magazine seems 
to devote most of its criticism of the 
modern dance to indicating the short- 
comings of its own and of “capitalistic” 
schools. 


No Room in U. S. for Any Reds, Al Smith Tells 


viewed as a menace to dictatorship,” 
he said, “and neither are permitted to 
exist side by side where democratic 
governments do not rule.” 

Father Curran said that while there 
was no danger from Fascism in the 
United States, there was danger from 
Communism. “We propose to meet the 
Communists speech for speech, assem- 
blage for assemblage, mass meeting for 
mass meeting,’ he said. “This is not 
a Catholic cause, but an American 
cause. We don’t want to fight it out 
the way the Nationalists of Spain are 
fighting it out tonight, but if they want 
it that way we'll give it to them that 
way.” 

Father Curran read messages from 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman, Post- 
master General James A. Farley, 
Bishop William T. Manning, Senator 
Royal S. Copeland, Governor Harold 
G. Hoffman of New Jersey and others. 
When he announced that an invitation 
sent to Mayor F. H. LaGuardia had 
gone unanswered, the audience booed 
vigorously —N. Y. Herald, Wed., Apr. 
14, 1937. 


Alumnae Symposium On Spanish Crisis 


N FRIDAY evening, March 19, 

in Carnegie Hall, the Fordham 
University Alumnae Association pre- 
sented “A Modern Lepanto,” a benefit 
symposium for the victims of Commu- 
nism in Spain. It will go down as one 
of the notable events in Fordham’s 
history. A brilliant Catholic audience, 
numbering approximately 2,900 per- 
sons, listened to the eminent speakers 
who presented the true story of the 
situation in Spain. 

The Alumnae are to be heartily con- 
gratulated. True, they had an excellent 
“drawing card” in the presentation of 
Spain’s story from the Catholic angle. 
But how many organizations would 
have undertaken such a task? As a mat- 
ter of fact, the Fordham University 
Alumnae Association was the first and 
the only Catholic group in the diocese 
to raise a hand toward exposing Com- 
munism’s battle against the Church in 
that war-torn country. The Alumnae 
merit our congratulations and our 
thanks. 

The. Rev, Robert I. Gannon, S.J:, 
president of the University, presided. 
He spoke of “the strange confusion 
that exists, even among some Catholics, 
in regard to the issues in Spain.” The 
Rector continued: “Some have swal- 
lowed their daily papers without the 
slightest discrimination. They have a 
muddled idea that Fascists are fighting 
Spanish democracy. They think that 
the rebels have rebelled against a legiti- 
mate government, and that the loyalists 
are loyal to something.” He scored 
the Friends of Spanish Democracy. He 
said that the sponsors of the Sym- 
posium had not declared for or against 
a Fascist form of government in Spain. 
“We are not canonizing all the men in 
General Franco’s forces. We cannot 
pretend to know what he will do five 
years from now. But we do know the 
Reds; we know their background and 
their purposes: we know what they 
have done so far.’ At the conclusion 
of the program, Father Gannon made 
an eloquent appeal to the audience for 
their prayers for Spain, and ended 
with a stirring “Arriba Espana.” 

Mr. Hilaire Belloc, visiting pro- 
fessor of history at the Fordham Uni- 
versity Graduate School, outlined the 
historical significance of the Spanish 
crisis. He pointed out that the Church 
of God is the issue. If it were a strug- 
gle of poor against rich, of labor 


Fordham Alumni Magazine, April, 1937 


against capital, why would priests and 
nuns be slaughtered—surely they are 
not rich or powerful. Communism 
would not tolerate religion of any kind. 
We have only to look at Russia. And 
now in Spain, Communism is warring 
against the Church. 

The Rev. Jaime Castiello, S.J., 
famed as writer and lecturer and pro- 
fessor of educational psychology in the 
Fordham University Graduate School, 
gave a marvelous discourse on “The 
Soul of Spain.” He said that it is not 
Franco who is the hero of present con- 
flict. This honor belongs to the landed 
peasants, whence his own ancestors 
sprang. The “rebellion” cannot be 
Fascist; none of the leaders ever be- 
longed to that group: the idea of Fas- 
cism is contrary to the nature of the 
Spaniard. Father Castiello asked his 
audience to suppose, for a moment, 
that Mr. Earl Browder were elected 
President of the United States; that 
immediately, all Democratic and Re- 
publican congressmen and _ senators 
were ejected from Congress, and their 
places filled by Communists; that the 
plants of non-Communistic newspapers 
were burned; that churches and 
temples were destroyed, and _ priests, 
ministers and rabbis murdered. Would 
his hearers not rise up against such a 
government, he asked. This is exactly 
the situation in Spain, he said. 

F. Theo. Rogers, editor of the 
Manila Free Press, who went to Spain 
many months ago, a confirmed “loyal- 
ist’ supporter, was so shocked by Com- 
munist excesses that his every effort 
now is to help the Franco cause. He 
said that of all the newspaper corre- 
spondents in Spain, only six under- 
stand Spanish. In consequence, they 
have to rely on “interpreters” in 
Madrid, who do not always find it ex- 
pedient to tell the truth. This con- 
firms the belief that the secular press 
presents only one side of the story. 

Music was furnished by the Pius X 
Choir of Liturgical Music. The chair- 
man of the executive committee, was 
Marie T. Marique, its members being 
Nell C. Merrigan (Alumnae presi- 
dent), Mary Lyons, Lyla Kelly, Marie 
Devere, Margaret Bowman, Loretta 
White, Sarah Kavanagh, Mary Fox, 
Catherine Delaney, Elyse Slattery, Dr. 
Helen Bannerman, Rosemary Blanch- 
field, Anna Collins, Nellie Connolly, 
Elizabeth Walsh, Loretta Gantley, 
Mary Kiernan, Mary Murphy, Dr. 
Marion Sandalls, Josephine Spitzer, 
Anna Killeen, Helen Konvolinka, Eve- 
lyn Maye, and Loretto Moloney. 
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CATHOLIC EDITORS 
CALL WAR ON REDS 


Will Fight Communism and Dictator- 
ships to End, They Declare at 
Rochester 


(Special to the New York Times) 
Rocuester, May 20.—Catholic edi- 
tors sounded warnings here today that 


they would fight Communism and dic- 


tatorships with every legitimate weapon 
at their disposal. Four executives 
pressed this issue on the first day of 
the annual meeting of the Catholic 
Press Association. 

Many of the 313 Catholic publica- 
tions of the country, with a total circu- 
lation of 8,000,000, were represented 
among the-editors and business man- 
agers in attendance. 

The Rev. J. W. De Pencier, editor 
of The Servite in Chicago, reported 
for the circulation vigilance committee 
in the opening address that Commu- 
nistic propaganda was contaminating 
the youth of America. 

Another attack on Communism came 
in an address on “Social Justice or 
Communism,”’ by the Rev. Dr. George 
Johnson, head of the Department of 
Education of the Catholic University 
of America at Washington. 

“We cannot understand how any in- 
telligent human being can remain un- 
concerned,” he declared. 

“Catholics recognize Communism 
for what it is—not just another eco- 
nomic or social theory, but a heresy. 
It is just another word for atheism. 

“Whatever Communism creates in 
the way of industrial, political and cul- 
tural institutions is just so much ma- 
chinery for eliminating God from hu- 
man society.” 


The speaker said that there was little. | 


hope of cooperation from other re-— 


ligious denominations. 
“Tn this country, at least, non-Catho- 


lics are not in the mood to follow 
“The 
other churches are always glad to see 
us present when the question under 


Catholic leadership,” he said. 


discussion is a Community Chest drive 
or a safety campaign, or exemption 
from threatening taxation. The mo- 
ment a fundamental issue is raised, 
they leave us to our own devices.” 


In a radio address coincident with. 
the meeting the Rev. James M. Gillis, 
editor of The Catholic World, asserted 
that all dictatorships began in violence 


and ended in violence. Communism, 
Naziism and Fascism all would fail, 
and probably in violence, he declared. 


BING that the wrong way com- 
prises several different methods, 
)Monsignor Ryan presented them 
Ibriefly. The first of. these wrong 
nmethods, he said, is “the use of vio- 
lent language and the expression of 
Ihatred in the denunciation of Com- 
munism.”’ Adding that many illustra- 
(tions of this method could be given, 
.Monsignor Ryan declared that perhaps 
ithe best known is derived from a meet- 
iing held in New York several weeks 
‘ago, and, after quoting speakers at 
‘that meeting, urged his auditors to 
“contrast with this reprehensible lan- 
guage, the words used by the Holy 


Father in his Encyclical ‘Atheistic 
Communism,” which reads in part as 
follows: 


“In making these observations it is 
no part of Our intention to condemn 
en masse the people of the Soviet 
Union. For them We cherish the 
warmest paternal affection. We are 
well aware that not a few of them 
groan beneath the yoke imposed on 
them by men who in very large part 
are strangers to the real interests of 
the country. We recognize that many 
others were deceived by fallacious 
hopes. We blame only the system, 
with its authors and abettors, who 
considered Russia the best prepared 
field for experimenting with a plan 
elaborated decades ago, and who from 
there continue to spread it from one 
end of the world to the other .. .” 


FALSE ACCUSATIONS 


“The second wrong method,” Mon- 
signor Ryan continued, “is that of 
‘making false accusations of Commu- 
nism against persons who are not Com- 


munists at all, though some of them 
may hold one or other radical economic 
beliefs.” A few weeks ago, he said, 
a Catholic paper copied an article from 
a Fascist magazine. “This article,” he 


continued, “stigmatized practically all 
the leaders of the C. I. O. branch of 
the labor movement as Communists or 
near-Communists, including one leader 
who is a very good Catholic.” 

“The third wrong method consists 
in attacking Communism without ad- 
mitting that there are any evils in our 
economic system and without propos- 
ing any specific remedies,” Monsignor 
Ryan added. “It is too bad,” he de- 
clared, “that all the Catholic speakers 
and writers on Communism do not imi- 
tate the Holy Father and devote as 
great a proportion of space to con- 
structive economic reform as is given 
in the Encyclical ‘Atheistic Com- 
munism.’ ”’ 

The fourth wrong method, Monsig- 
nor Ryan said, “is to exaggerate the 
number of real Communists in the 
United States.” “They have been es- 
timated,” he pointed out, “at 100,000, 
500,000, 1,000,000 and more than 
T000,000;> -Asea, matter of “tact. the 
number cannot be even approximately 
ascertained. What we know definitely 
is that something more than 80,000 
voted for the Communist candidate for 
President last fall and that the num- 
ber of enrolled members of the Com- 
munist Party is less than 50,000. We 
also know that when Socialism was 
most flourishing in this country, its 
candidates for the Presidency on more 
than one occasion received tens of 
thousands of votes from men who were 
not Socialists. It is not improbable 
that this is true, but to a much lesser 
degree, of Communist candidates for 
important offices. On the other hand, 
it is probably true that some genuine 
Communists did not vote for the Com- 
munist candidate, November, 1936. In 
any case, the burden of proof is upon 
those who maintain that there are more 
than, let us say, 100,000 men and 
women in this country who understand 
what Communism is and accept all its 


Methods of Opposing Communism 


By MONSIGNOoR JOHN A. RYAN 


| The wrong way and the right way of opposing and preventing Communism were discussed by the Rt. Rev. 
| Msgr. John A. Ryan of the Catholic University of America, Director of the N. C. W. C. Department of 


Social Action, in an address to the regional meeting of the Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems held 
at Denver, Colo., on May 24, 1937. 


principles and proposals. I know of 
no systematic or plausible attempt that 
has been made to prove that Commu- 
ism 1S so strong.” 


Rapio TALK CRITICIZED 


_ Monsignor Ryan then drew atten- 
tion to a radio address delivered by a 
prominent Catholic layman. “It was,” 
he said, “well balanced, not merely de- 
nunciatory but constructive, giving a 
fair proportion of attention to eco- 
nomic evils and specific reforms. At 
the very end of the address, however, 
the speaker neutralized the good effects 
of what he had already said by advo- 
cating the deportation of all Commu- 
nists. He made no distinction between 
alien Communists and citizen Commu- 
nists. Obviously the latter could not 
be deported without a change in the 
Federal Constitution, nor could the 
former be driven out of the country 
without a specific act of Congress.” 

“T have given several illustrations of 
the right way of fighting Communism 
in the quotations from the Holy 
Father’s recent Encyclical,’ Monsignor 
Ryan said in conclusion. ‘Many others 
could be drawn from that authorita- 
tive and altogether excellent document. 
Every Catholic should read it care- 
fully and frequently. 

“The first task in dealing intelli- 
gently with Communism is to under- 
stand its philosophy and_ proposals. 
The philosophy is that of materialist 
economic determinism. More briefly, 
the philosophy is stark materialism. 
As a description of economic evolution, 
it is historically false. Its program for 


a new social order is impracticable, un- 


just, anti-democratic and anti-religious. 
Anyone who doubts the truth of any of 
these characterizations will quickly dis- 
card. his doubts when he examines 
fairly and adequately what has hap- 
pened and is still happening in Soviet 
Russia.” 


80,000 Ballots in Last Election Do Not Reveal True 
Strength of Subversive Movement 


WasHINGTON, Feb. 27.—Asserting 
that, because the Communist vote in the 
1936 presidential election was around 
80,000 ballots out of some 45,000,000 
votes cast, some people believe Com- 
munism is a negligible influence in the 
United States and its doctrines and 


activities should not be taken too seri- 
ously, the Rev. Edmund A. Walsh, 
S.J., Vice-President of the Georgetown 
University and Regent of its School of 
Foreign Service, warned last night 
“this method of reasoning is based on 
a dangerous misapprehension _ that 


vi 


might easily lead to a growing indiffer- 
ence respecting the greatest peril to 
Christian civilization and liberty under 
Democracy that has arisen since the 
Mohammedan invasion of Europe.” 

In this, the second of two talks on 
Communism with which he is intro- 


ducing his annual series of lectures, 
Father Walsh said “those who adopt 
the attitude referred to fall into an 
error of logic called ‘non sequitur.’ . 

“If the Communist Party of the 
United States is a bare handful of 
51,000, it must be remembered that 
they are not 51,000 members of an in- 
significant political party, but constitute 
the American phalanx of a world-wide 
attack on Christianity and Democracy. 
They are fanatical missionaries for the 
grossest form of materialism and irre- 
ligion yet devised by enemies of God. 
They serve as the general headquarters 
through which pass instructions to 
affiliated groups of free thinkers and 
political totalitarians of the militant 
type. 

“It is not on the 51,000 registered 
American Communists that Commu- 
nism counts. Its leaders rely on the 
2,000,000 friends in affiliated organiza- 
tions, on the sympathetic idealist and 
pacifist whose intelligence is not always 
equal to his emotional impulses, on the 
growing number of school teachers, 
professors, and writers, and_ subtle 
propagandists who are trained to play 
ceaselessly on the social resentments of 
the masses until legitimate economic 
complaints are transformed into class 
hatred. The Communist Party in 
America is only a leaven that hopes to 
embitter the masses. Social justice is 
their slogan. But class warfare is their 
aim. 

“The battle is still in the skirmish 
stage—on the outposts of ideas and 
ideals. If Democracy should lose there, 
the next phase will be violence and the 
barricades. The Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XI, has unceasingly warned the 
world against the error of underesti- 
mating the subtle appeal of Commu- 
nism.” 


SHIFTING OF BUSINESS 
ATTITUDE ON SOCIAL 
QUESTIONS IS SEEN 


WASHINGTON, May 3.—Competent 
observers profess to see a notable shift- 
ing of the attitude of business manage- 
ment toward the program of social 
legislation which has been taking form 
in the past few years. Instead of op- 
posing it, business leaders are now ac- 
cepting it as permanent reform and are 
manifesting a disposition to work it 
out on a practical basis. The general 
conclusion seems to be that old age 
pensions, unemployment insurance, 
collective bargaining and other similar 
measures are here to stay and that it 
will be for the good of all to cooperate 
in making them as effective as possible. 

This was the burden of discussion at 
the meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, at which 


the Rev. Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, S.J., 
Vice-President of the Georgetown 
University, was one of the principal 
speakers. ; 

Father Walsh held the attention of 
more than 1,000 business executives 
by a review of the broad trends of the 
past 150 years. The United States, he 
said, had gone through two great 
crises—the one just after the War of 
Independence, which was met by the 
adoption of the Constitution, and the 
second, which led to the Civil War. He 
added : 

“How will the third be solved? That 
is the problem awaiting our day and 
generation. It is a challenge directed 
to you and to me and to every mem- 
ber of society who has more than a 
superficial interest in the destiny of the 
United States. It is consequently a 
moment of social readjustment, because 
things do change undoubtedly and it 
has been the besetting sin of the intel- 
lectual life of the United States to 
imagine that those social problems that 
have upset the world so tremendously 
elsewhere would not reach these shores. 
We lived in a gilded isolation, and dur- 
ing a century of tremendous internal 
development our vision was too fore- 
shortened to conceive what was going 
on in the humanity of which we formed 
a part. 


“But inevitably the wave of discon- 
tent crossed the 3,000 isolating miles 
that we thought would forever protect 
us, and discharged its full shock and 
impact on these shores. 

“This present problem is a_ social 
problem. It has moved further back 
to the individual units that constitute 
society. The other historic crises in 
this country were not between individ- 
uals, but between states and sections. 
Now the charge is one of social injus- 
tice. The demand is for a safer eco- 
nomic equilibrium among the various 
individuals of our society. 

“We must remember that both capi- 
tal and labor are essential to produc- 
tion. They are co-partners, whether 
they wear dinner jackets or overalls. 
They both stand at the glowing forge 
of life and they both are indispensable 
for the joint profit that ensue.” 

The note sounded by Father Walsh 
was echoed by other speakers, who. re- 
peatedly emphasized the idea that labor 
and management must work together. 
Father Walsh pointed to the revolu- 
tions in Russia, in Mexico and in Spain 
today as the direct results of social 
stresses. He raised the question whether 
the United States would adjust itself 
to these new conditions pacifically or 
follow the examples set by countries 
in the Old World. He also warned 
the business gathering that Commu- 
nism is taking advantage of the situa- 
tion. Bolshevism, he said, is the most 
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characteristic product of the industrial 
revolution, a revolution which deified 
production and ignored the great 
moral problems connected with the 
production of wealth. ate 

Discussion at the meeting justified 
the conclusion that business has defi- 
nitely come to recognize the existence 
of these problems and is searching for 
a way to solve them without resorting 
to a change in the existing form of 
democratic government. 


FASCISM IS A RESULT 
OF COMMUNISM, SAYS 
FR. PARSONS IN OTTAWA 


Orrawa, April 30,—Speaking be- 
fore more than 1,000 persons gathered 
at a Catholic Action rally here, the Rev. 
Wilfred Parsons, S.J., Professor of 
History at Georgetown University, 
Washington, D. C., warned that Com- 
munists are seeking to enlist all be- 
lievers in democracy in their ranks by 
giving the impression they are fighting 
Fascism. 

Fascism, he pointed out, resulted 
from Communism, the former appear- 
ing only where Communism was on the 
point of taking over the reins of power. 

Father Parsons described how Fas- 
cism might arise on this continent. 
While sit down strikes have not been 
revolutionary in the United States as 
in France, he said, had they become so 
it was clear there would have been a 
demand from the middle classes that 
the Federal Government suppress the 
strikes by force. This would be tend- 
ing to Fascism—government control of 
industry, the totalitarian state, using 
Communism’s own weapon..to fight 
Communism, he asserted. 


COMMUNISTS BLAMED 
FOR CHURCH VANDALISM 


HoRNEPAYNE, Ont., April 30,— 
Communists are blamed for the dese- 
cration of the little Catholic church at 
Nakina, mission of the Hornepayne 
Parish of St. Theresa of the Infant 


Jesus. 
After forcing the doors of St. 
Brigid’s Church, those responsible 


damaged the pulpit and seats, threw 
papers about the church and profaned 
the tabernacle, throwing the Sacred 
Hosts on the floor and grinding them 
under foot. 

The Rev. Edgar Marleau, pastor, 
whose charges include the missions of 
Nakina, Cavel, Grant, Oba and Paska, 
recently denounced Communism and 
spoke in explanation of the Papal En- 
cyclicals in this respect. -He mentioned 
the menace of Communist activity at 
Nakina. 


It is reported that Communists in 


at colonization area later expressed 
he desire “to burn the churches and 
cill the pastors.” 

| The Provincial Police of Ontario 
aave been asked to make an investiga- 
ion. This section is in the Vicariate of 
Northern Ontario, under jurisdiction 
of the Most Rev. Joseph Halle. 

The desecration follows one reported 
from a lonely Northern Quebec center 
several weeks ago, when the parish 
oriest was forced to leave by a group 
of persons with strong anti-Catholic 
sentiments. The Anglican rector in 
[he same area at that time denounced 
the forced departure as a shameful act 
on the part of those responsible. 


FFORT TO GIVE MARX 
TEACHINGS SCIENTIFIC 
FLAVOR IS DENOUNCED 


Houston, Tex., April 17—Attempts 
pf Socialists and other radicals to give 
a scientific flavor to the teachings of 
<arl Marx by linking them with cer- 
cain theories of Charles Darwin, now 
enerally discredited are assailed in a 
etter to the Houston Post written by a 
[ Marxist now a convert to 
Catholicism, 

The writer is David Goldstein, di- 
rector of the Catholic Campaigners for 
christ, the mission of which organiza- 
ion is designated as an “apostolate to 
he man in the street.” His letter was 
rompted by a communication. from 
one J. E. Gibbon, published in the 
paper. 

“IT am well acquainted with the 
Socialist linking of Marx with Darwin 
in order to give Red Radicalism the 
ppearance of being scientific,’ Mr. 
Goldstein wrote. “No doubt Darwin 
id stir up an interest in scientific re- 
search, and so did Marx, though in a 
ifferent field. But the very interest 
Darwin aroused resulted in demon- 
strating the fact that the basic principle 
of Darwinism, the ‘theory of natural 
selection,’ has not a scientific leg to 
stand upon because it does not select. 

“Darwinism, dead in America, is 
very much alive in the Land-of-Social- 
‘ism-Applied, for it is necessary to cling 
‘tenaciously to Darwinism in order to 
‘try to justify scientifically the many 
‘things that are wicked in the U. S. S. 
R. As for the ‘scientific deductions’ 
of Marx, to which Mr. Gibbon refers, 
‘they are mere prophecies and evidence 
abounds to prove his deductions to be 
False.” 


LEAGUE PLANS EXHIBIT 
OF COMMUNISTIC, OTHER 
SUBVERSIVE LITERATURE 


New York, April 23.—Announcing 
that it is collecting an exhibit of Com- 


munistic and other subversive literature 
to show Catholics and non-Catholics 
how active these movements are, the 
Trinity League, publishers of Wisdom, 
whose purpose is to offset Atheistic 
Communism, is inviting all interested 
persons to submit samples of such 
literature to the league headquarters at 
32 West 60th Street here. 

Jerome Monks, Jr., is chairman of 
the committee collecting the exhibit. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH DRIVE 
ON COMMUNISM TOPIC 
AT RETREAT SESSIONS 


SAN Francisco, May 21.—With 
Archbishops and Bishops from many 
parts of the United States attending, 
prominent Catholic laymen will speak 
on the world-wide efforts of the Catho- 
lic Church against Communism and 
other subjects at the seventh national 
convention of the Catholic Laymen’s 
Retreat Associations here June 25-27. 

Governor Frank Murphy, of Michi- 
gan, will be the principal speaker at 
the banquet the night of June 26. 

Three hundred thousand Catholic 
laymen in the United States will be 
represented at the convention by more 
than 1,000 delegates. 

Among the noted speakers will be the 
Rey. Daniel Lord, S.J., National Di- 
rector of the Sodality of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Papers will be read, among others, 
by the Most Rev. Thomas K. Gorman, 
Bishop of Reno. 


SAYS CATHOLIC CHURCH 
MUST BE ON OFFENSIVE 
TO COMBAT COMMUNISM 


Cuicaco, March 1—‘“Catholicism 
must not permit itself to be placed on 
the defensive,” declared Dr. Paul 
Kiniery, of Loyola University, here, 
before the Federation of German Cath- 
olic Societies of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

“Tt must remain on the offensive,” 
he said. “By doing so the Catholic 
Church provides a more effective 
answer to anything that Communism 
might ask than could be offered by the 
Church were it to remain on the de- 
fensive.” 

“The Catholic Church must be pre- 
pared to do all for the physical welfare 
of the workers that Communism 1s try- 
ing to do, and in addition to that, it 
must be concerned with the spiritual 
needs of man,” Dr. Kiniery went on. 
“But there is no more unfortunate 
position that the Church could take to- 
day, and no weaker answer that she 
could formulate, than to say, as many 
Catholics have said in words and in 
effect, that the Church is not concerned 
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with matters of this world, but only 
with the after life. It is beyond dis- 
pute that the Catholic Church has as 
its essential aim the saving of the souls 
of men for eternity, but to do that work 
effectively it must be aware of the 
needs of physical man in the temporal 
world. 

“It° may be argued, and some do 
argue, that Catholics should not try to 
secure a Catholic attitude in social and 
economic matters. It may be that we 
should confine our discussions in Cath- 
olic groups, to the one subject of re- 
vealed religion. If that is definitely 
decided, then we shall perhaps agree 
more easily than we do when we take 
up economic problems. But before we 
decide to do that, let me ask you to 
keep in mind the developments within 
recent years in such formerly Catholic 
countries as Mexico, France, and 
Spain.” 

Saying that “Communist organizers 
are not miracle workers,” Dr. Kiniery 
declared “they are ordinary men and 
women who hammer out, time after 
time, the thoughts and unformulated 
questions that have been in the minds 
of the workers for many years” and 
they “challenge any other organization 
to give answers more satisfactory to 
the workers.” 

“Tf Communism ever does become 
the triumphant philosophy of this 
nation, which God forbid,’ he added 
“let us be willing to criticize ourselves 
because of our indifference and our 
failure to formulate answers for the 
working classes, who are, after cen- 
turies of inactivity, making their influ- 
ence felt in every nation in the world. 
A Communist victory will be the result, 
not of great Communist craft and 
duplicity, but of our unwillingness to 
realize the truth and to act accord- 


ingly.” 


PASTOR STARTS NOVEL 
ANTI-COMMUNISM DRIVE 
USING CATHOLIC PRESS 


WASHINGTON, March 5.—The mail- 
ing of a Catholic paper to individual 
non-Catholics once a month is a cen- 
tral feature of a campaign “‘to stem the 
tide of Communism and misled im- 
mortal souls,” which the Rev. John F. 
Fannon, pastor of the Church of the 
Nativity here, has launched within his 
parish. 

Father Fannon has circularized his 
parishioners, and for each 25 cents 
given by any parishioner will mail a 
copy of a Catholic paper once a month 
for a year to the particular non-Catho- 
lic designated by the donor. The name 
of the donor is not mentioned unless 
it is desired. As another part of the 
campaign, Father Fannon is calling 


upon his parishioners to say a brief 
prayer each day “for our non-Catholic 
brethren and against Communism.” 
Where persons desire to contribute 
money, but cannot suggest the names 
of non-Catholics to whom the papers 
can be sent, Father Fannon and _ his 
assistants are prepared to select proper 
recipients. Later, Father Fannon says, 
he expects to place his plan before 
other parishes over the country. 


EVILS OF CAPITALISM 
FURTHER COMMUNISM, 
ASSERTS FR. LeBUFFE 


Sr. Louis, March 12.—The reason 
for Communism is the evils of capital- 
ism, declared the Rev. Francis P. Le- 
Buffe, S.J., Business Manager of 
America, in an Open Forum address 
at Webster College last Sunday eve- 
ning. 

Under the title, “Asleep on a Vol- 
cano,” Father LeBuffe gave a rapid 
survey of the fundamentals of Com- 
munism. Materialistic philosophy of 
life rampantly talked everywhere is 
what makes Communism so dangerous 
in this country today, he said. That 
is why the Holy Father, he added, has 
said repeatedly that it is the greatest 
menace of the day. He said the eco- 
nomic side of Communism is entirely 
secondary. 

“The first thing to remember,” 
Father LeBuffe said, “is that Com- 
munism is just as adequate, complete, 
comprehensive a philosophy of life as 
our Catholic faith. That is why the 
Communists are so dreadfully in earn- 
est. If we Catholics had one hundredth 
of the zeal of one Communist we would 
sweep the world. Many Communists 
go without three meals a week to do 
their duty and pay their dues. Many 
give themselves in a way most of us 
would never think of giving.” 


CRUSADE WILL STUDY 
COMMUNISM MENACE 
AS “MISSION PROBLEM” 


CINCINNATI, March 12.—Outlines 
for the study of Communism as a “mis- 
sionary problem” have been sent to all 
units of the Catholic Students’ Mis- 
sion Crusade in high schools, colleges 
and seminaries throughout the country, 
as a part of the program material for 
the spring months distributed from the 
Crusade’s national headquarters here. 


The preface to the study outline 
asserts that the means for preventing 
the spread of Communism and for 
countering its growth with the dissemi- 
nation of Catholic social teachings con- 
stitute a problem in modern home mis- 
sion methods, 


The outline is constructed on the 
round-table plan which is traditional in 
the C. S. M. C. Ten phases of the 
subject are suggested as topics for 10 
meetings, with readings for general 
discussion and a series of “special 
questions” for individual investigation 
appended to the matter for each 
meeting. 

It is expected that Communism and 
the tactics to be followed by the Cath- 
olic student body in combating the evils 
of Communism will receive lengthy dis- 
cussion at the tenth national convention 
of the Crusade to be held in Cleveland, 
August 17-20. 


SODALITY GROUP GIVES 
SOCIAL SOLUTION 


The Christian solution of economic 
and social ills was the general subject 
of the Student Sodality Symposium 
presented before a general assembly of 
the McNichols campus student body 
in the Varsity Theatre at Detroit. 


This was the first local appearance 
of the group in four months and the 
first time they had ever spoken before 
a student assembly. 

The order of the speakers and their 
topics was: Harry Chojnacki, Evening 
Commerce senior, “Christian Principles 
in Practice’; Edward Niedzwiecki, 
Arts junior, “The Difference Between 
Christianity and Communism”; Elea- 
nor Smith, Arts sophomore, ‘What 
Christianity and Communism have in 
Common”; June Halligan, Arts fresh- 
man, “Spain Today’; Edward Scales, 
Arts freshman, ‘‘Peace Without Paci- 
fism’; August Hoffweber, Engineer- 
ing sophomore, “Labor Unions and 
the Church”; Donald J. Grant, Arts 
junior, “Consumers’ Cooperatives” ; 
and Elizabeth Penet, Law freshman, 
“Morality of Strikers.” Joseph G. 
Rashid, Law junior, summarized the 
speeches of the others, showing that 
the principles they advocated are 
gradually being effected. 

The sodalists have just completed a 
series of 15 appearances before out- 
state audiences, during which the sym- 
posium was presented before 4,000 
people.—U. of Detroit Varsity News. 


THE SODALITY SYMPOSIUM 


Lectures, sermons and personal in- 
vestigation have proved to University 
of Detroit students that American 
Bugaboo No. 1—Communism—is a 
menace. Further proof might prove 
more of a menace. 


The curious student now seeks an 
alternative program. He seeks and 
usually supports a program which not 
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only denounces Communism as mad-_ 
ness and atheism but suggests some> 
In vital matters 
constructive © 


system in its stead. 
criticism without 
quality is valueless. 
Had the curious student been among 
the audience at the last student assem- 
bly, he probably would have found 
himself in complete accord with the 
nine members of the Sodality Sym- 
posium who spent 10 minutes tearing 


that 


down communistic arguments and 50 . 
minutes explaining the Christian cure . 


for current economic and social ills. 


With the exception of a few ill-_ 


mannered students, a sympathetic au- 
dience of 1,200 expressed its enthusi- 
astic appreciation of a program well- 


conceived and well-executed. May we — 


add our appreciation?—U. of Detroit 
Varsity News, March 3, 1937, 


QUEBEC BILL HITS “REDS” 


Governmént Would Padlock All Com- 
munist Halls 


(Special to the New York Times) 


QuesBec, March 24.—Third reading. 


was given last night by the Legislative 
Council to the Duplessis government 
bill to “padlock” all halls or other meet- 
ing places used to disseminate Com- 
munist propaganda. 

Despite representations that it would 
be dangerous to put such power into 
the hands of the government without 
defining in the bill what Communism 
is, the government leader refused to 
amend the measure. 


It was urged that Communism had 
been making “ravages” in the Province, 
notably in Montreal and Quebec. 

Communist Party headquarters are 
in Toronto. Members assert that they 
have only 1,100 adherents in Quebec 
Province, 500 of whom are in Mon- 
treal. They admit, however, that these 


are behind all radical movements and _ 


have helped to organize some 300 dif- 
ferent associations. 


ANTI-RED LEAGUE 
URGED FOR CANADA 


Minister of Justice Tells Commons 
He Favored Teaching to Defeat 
Subversive Acts 


(Special to the New York Times) 


Orrawa, ..March 3O=<k) JAlseiee 
Pointe, Minister of Justice, told 
Commons today that if he could find 
support for the idea he would organize 
a league of Canadian citizens of all 
classes to fight Communism, fascism 


\ 


ind other subversive movements in the 
Jominion by educating the people. 

“The purpose of the organization,” 
re said, ‘would be to preserve the 
‘lemocratic State in Canada, to count- 
sract the activities of all subversive and 
revolutionary forces which seek to 
overthrow democracy by violence, and 
‘co guard the religious heritage of Can- 
ada from the protagonists of foreign 
pr atheistic doctrines.” 


The Muinister’s statement was made 
uring a discussion of the Quebec 
Government’s new Dill “padlocking” 
ull halls that might be used for Com- 
munistic purposes and prohibiting the 
tlistribution of all Communist propa- 
manda. 


J. S. Woodsworth, leader of the 
Socialist party, protested against the 
mill as an invasion of liberty and asked 
[he government to disallow it. Mr. La- 
[Pointe replied that he would consider 
[isallowance when the bill was referred 
to his department. 


He made it plain that he thought 
imaking martyrs was the wrong way 
ito combat communism. ‘“‘Those who 
believe in order, religion and liberty 
make the best bulwark against commu- 
usm; they are more effective than 
prisons,” he said. 


Mr. Woodsworth also attacked the 
uebec Provincial Act on the same 
subject and urged Mr. LaPointe to 
mnvalidate it. The Minister refused to 
fact until the law came to his official at- 
tention. Mr. Woodsworth contended 
that under the Quebec law all the 
Bibles in Quebec could be seized and 
blestroyed and all the churches pad- 
locked. The Bible, he said, contained 
passages which could be construed as 
ending to promote communism within 
ithe meaning of the law. No teaching 
bof history, economics or literature 
ould be possible without the universi- 
Mies and schools being padlocked, he 
radded. 


BERLIN JESUIT ACADEMIES 
MUST BAR NEW STUDENTS 


Bertin, March 30.—The princi- 
pals of the Berlin Jesuit academies— 
hone for boys and one for girls—have 
been ordered by the National Socialist 
authorities to refuse further applica- 
for entrance into the lower 
berades. Jesuit school directors con- 
ferred today on the status of upper- 
grade students, who eventually will 
ihave to be transferred to non-confes- 
-sional, or State, schools. They realize 
ithis will happen within two years. — 

Berlin Catholics are reminded in a 
pastoral letter to reject the non-con- 
fessional schools and to remain loyal 
ito their own confessional schools. 


LEGION OPENS FIGHT 
ON REDS IN LABOR 


Michigan Unit Orders Drive for 
“Education and Enlighten- 
ment” 


Fiint, Mich., March 23.—Stirred 
by an address of Homer Chaillaux, 
national Americanism director of the 
American Legion, calling upon Ameri- 
cans to “arouse themselves from the 
indifference that has permitted sub- 
versive activities to gain a foothold in 
the United States,’ the American 
Legion of Michigan today started a 
campaign which its leaders declare is 
the opening attack in a nation-wide 
drive on Communists and other sub- 
versive movements. 


In a vigorous denouncement of com- 
munistic organizations and _ activities, 
delivered to more than 4,000 gathered 
here from all parts of Michigan, Mr. 
Chaillaux called upon the American 
Legion throughout the nation to lead 
the way with a program of education 
and enlightenment. 


Labeling as communistic the civil 
rights group of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the League Against 
War and Fascism, the American Youth 
Congress and others, Mr. Chaillaux 
criticized the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he said he was a 
member, for its lack of restraint in 
keeping its organization clear of sub- 
versive agitators, at the same time pay- 
ing tribute to the Catholic Church for 
having done so. 


CoMMUNISTIC AID CHARGED 


Referring specifically to Dr. Henry 
F. Ward, Chicago pastor, head of the 
League Against War and Fascism, Mr. 
Chaillaux accused the pastor’s organi- 
zation of raising money to support the 
communistic Loyalist troops in the 
Spanish civil war. He termed the 
League Against War and Fascism “a 
fake peace society, preaching commu- 
nism done up in a_ beautiful little 
bundle.” 

“Dr. Ward is still on the payroll of 
the Methodist Church and if they had 
any nerve they would kick him out,” 
the legion Americanism director de- 
clared. 

The Civil’ Liberties Union, Mr. 
Chaillaux charged, was a “communism 
defense organization.” He declared 
there were 600 subversive organizations 
at work in the United States today. 
Among them he mentioned the Trade 
Union Unity League, Emergency Peace 
Campaign and American Youth Con- 
gress. 

He blamed indifference of a country 
that ‘believes itself snugly secure in its 


hip 


traditions of liberty for a condition 
here in which churches, labor organiza- 
tions, schools and character building 
organizations introduce their speakers” 
and let them “under a sanctimonious 
cloak of respectability spread their 
seeds of alien discontent.” 


Wou.Lp Oust Some PEOPLE 


“Find out what these organizations 
stand for that come into your com- 
munity and hold meetings. Find out 
who the individuals are that represent 
them, and what they stand for. Then 
kick out the William Weinstones, the 
Maurice Sugars and their kind with 
which we have unfortunately associ- 
ated in America,” Mr. Chaillaux urged. 


Declaring that he still belonged to 
the American Federation of Labor, 
which he joined when a postal employe, 
Mr. Chaillaux said: 


“I know the rights of those who 
work and how necessary it is that those 
rights be protected. But when any of 
the seventy-five Communist labor un- 
ions in the United States attempt to 
come into our organization, I’ll tell you 
this much, they have but one aim and 
it’s not to help the working man to a 
better standard of living. It is simply 
that they may be able to build a revolu- 
tionary program on a foundation of 
mob psychology.” 

The first official utterance by the 
American Legion with regard to the 
present wave of sit-down strikes was a 
vigorous denunciation of the current 
situation by Guy M. Cox of Iron River, 
commander of the Michigan depart- 
ment of the American Legion. 


Sres ANARCHY APPROACHING 


“The sit-down strike situation bor- 
ders on a state of virtual anarchy,” he 
said. ‘It has resulted in suspension of 
law and disregard of courts, and the 
situation, candidly, is a very serious 
one. 

“The lives, liberties, rights and prop- 
erties of a free people are being placed 
in jeopardy by methods now being used 
in the present industrial unrest. We 
condemn any disregard of human and 
property rights, the exercise of which 
spells contempt for law and order; we 
condemn any action which is subversive 
to our hard-won freedom and destruc- 
tion of our cherished institutions; we 
condemn might as against right and we 
call upon all law-abiding citizens to 
stand firm with us for law and order 
and in all measures for the perpetua- 
tion of the Republic. 

“The American Legion will continue, 
as it has since its inception, to be the 
bitterest enemy of communism and to 
see that public authority is preserved 
and the rights of property respected. 


Communist Technique 


The Marvelous Technique of Communism is Evide 


NCREASINGLY of late we hear, 

“Look at U.S.S.R.—there is a lot 
we could learn from them.” “You 
Know I think there is some good in 
Bolshevism.” Without going into the 
pros and cons of a statement like this, 
I will permit myself to mention that 
indeed there is something good in Com- 
munism—something that it would 
be well for us Catholics to imitate—and 
that is their technique. Did one man 
plan it? Was it the outcome of the 
fact that for years the Communist party 
had to hide from Russian secret police ? 
Was it the result of experience or the 
inspiration of a genius?) We do not 
know. The fact is that it is a marvel- 
ous technique—the results of which are 
apparent today in every country of the 
world. By what means do the Com- 
munists achieve such success? Let us 
try to realize their way of going about 
ies 

All of us are familiar with the soap- 
box orator, who expounds his doctrines, 
sometimes very cleverly, in the parks 
and on the street corners. Most of us, 
especially in the big cities, have seen 
parades led by Communists with flam- 
boyant as well as fine banners. Pickets 
are not new to us either—but these are 
the cruder ways designed to appeal to 
the masses. They will always have a 
place in the spread of the Communist 
gospel—there are many other subtle 
ways that are of more than passing in- 
terest to us. 

To begin with there is the individual 
approach, and a very successful one. A 
member of the Communist Party con- 
tacts at his place of work or recreation, 
one after another, several individuals. 
He makes friends with them, discussing 
their difficulties, and easily switches the 
conversation into political and eco- 
nomic channels, presenting his point of 
view. Then inviting the unsuspecting 
victim to some meeting, he provides 
him with literature, and finally draws 
him into the circle of Communist influ- 
ence. The new convert, in turn, con- 
tacts somebody else, and so on. As 
soon as there are four or five such 
individuals in a factory or workshop, a 
cell is formed, and that cell concen- 
trates on leavening the whole body of 
workers, both by individual and mass 
contacts. We must not forget that 
every Communist contact is followed 
up with literature—a perfect sea of 
literature—suitable for every purpose, 
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every man, every intellectual develop- 
ment, and also for every age. 

In the poorer sections of the town 
where the Communist himself lives, or 
where he is always sure-of a happy 
hunting ground, many and varied are 
his approaches to the community. 
There is, for instance, the community 
labor hall, which is about the only 
place where the unemployed today can 
find respite and recreation from the 
dull empty hours that have hung heav- 
ily upon their hands, for the last five 
years. The wide-open doors of these 
halls hospitably invite everyone to come 
in free of charge, and here you may 
enjoy a good play—perhaps in English, 
perhaps in a foreign language—in 
which the actors play with real zest 
and enjoyment. Between the acts, as 
well as in the play itself, the theme of 
the victorious proletariat and the de- 
feated Capitalist is always prominent. 
Sports, picnics, libraries, reading 
rooms, educational facilities, are often 
to be found within the walls of these 
Labor Temples. Some are even lux- 
uriously equipped with swimming pools 
and gymnasiums. All this is done with 
a view to putting across a subtle propa- 
ganda in which goodfellowship and the 
facilities mentioned play an impressive 
part. And again, a sea of literature is 
provided as well as carefully chosen 
individual contacts made. 


I remember wandering into a read- 
ing room of that sort once in a big 
city on this continent, and being wel- 
comed most kindly by the person in 
charge. I had all the opportunities nec- 
essary to observe a little of the tech- 
nique that I often apply now in my 
own Friendship Houses. As a group 
of us were reading the various papers 
and pamphlets available, a young man 
walked in and with a curt nod to the 
person in charge settled down not far 
from me. Picking up a pamphlet, he 
was for a while engrossed in reading 
it: then turning to me, he said: “Com- 
rade, what is your opinion of this 
passage—Have you ever read it?” And 
he read aloud an indictment of present 
day conditions, and started in a mas- 
terly way to expound what he had 
road. Very soon he was the center 
of attraction and I found that many 
of the people sitting around had just 
dropped in because they had no place 
else to go and were not Communists by 
along shot. After listening for three- 
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quarters of an hour to the man’s inter- 
esting and able talk, we all walked out, 
and many of those who had listened 
to him expressed their admiration and 
appreciation for having had many dif- 
ficulties clearly explained to them, and 
promised each other to come back 
again. I thought to myself how: well, 
it would be to apply this same method 
to bring into the minds of many the 
real truthe of life. 


And again, I recall another way that 
I have witnessed. Ina big city of Can- 
ada, in a poor district, I saw one day 
two young men and women walk down 
a long street, knocking at every house 
and leaving some literature, and in 
some places earnestly engaging the 
householder in conversation. Always 
intrigued by any type of propaganda, I 
made a careful investigation and dis- 
covered that again the Comrades were 
active. This time they were canvassing 
the neighborhood not only with litera- 
ture, but with invitations to attend 
meetings, and in some cases with a 
proposition to start a study club in the 
house for the neighbors and friends of 
the household. Following up the re- 
sults of this method, I found that in- 
side of three months eleven study 
clubs had been started on that street 
for. practically all types of people. 

Atheist schools are still in-use for 
the children, but the study club is 
quickly superseding them. It provides 
a contact in a private home and thus is 
less eligible for a -follow-up and a 
check-up by anyone desirous to offset 
the pernicious influence of those doc- 


trines. Infiltration into existing organ- 


izations or groups, even Church ones, is 
now an established fact. The enthusi- 
asm, training, and ability of the party 
or parties that infiltrate themselves in 
that fashion is a matter of admiration, 
but then if we consider that perhaps 
that person has undergone several years 


of intensive training, we cease to be 


astonished. 
_ Let us look at the existing organiza- 
tions: We have the Young. Pioneer in 


which are grouped children, male and 


female, between the ages of nine and 
fifteen. 
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From this organization they 


graduate into the Young Communist — 


League, which embraces youths, again 
of both sexes, from the age of sixteen 
up. Then after a certain age, these 
Young Communists are eligible for 
membership in the Communist Party. 


| 


/ All through the periods of their belong- 


ing to the above organizations, they 
get an intensive training in the prin- 
ciples of Communism. Those of them 
that show any special aptitude are care- 
fully selected and trained as key men 
and women. They are the ones who 
will do the future infiltrating, or speak 
In open air meetings, or act as organ- 
Izers in various labor organizations. 
Centralized, strongly disciplined, well 
prepared, absolutely convinced of the 
ideals that they are propagating, is it 
any wonder that Communists through- 
out the world are successful. 

One thing must be noted—youth is 
prominent in all Communist organiza- 
tions—for it is youth that has the great 
enthusiasm and strength necessary to 
carry out the strenuous work, physical 


as well as mental, that is necessitated by 


such technique. 


Another point to consider is the role 
played by the women and girls. Ab- 
solute equality reigns amongst Com- 
munists—both sexes are eligible for all 
activities—an added attraction to our 
young girls seeking new forms of ac- 
tivity. 

The Catholic Church has also much 
to offer to our young Catholic woman- 
hood in the wide apostolate of Cath- 
olic Action—for it must never be for- 
gotten that it was the Church that first 
raised woman to her full status as an 
individual, and perfect equality of op- 
portunity is offered by her to both 
sexes in their respective domains. One 
look at her large list of saints is enough 
to prove it. But let us return to our 
Communist friends. 


The individual contacting others, 
creates a cell, the cell leavens the group, 
and several groups combining together 
form the links of a strong chain. But 
why the enthusiasm, why the readiness 
to die for their ideals? Here we come 
again to the oft-spoken-of philosophical 
aspect of Communism. It is not a polt- 
tical-economic theory only. It is a re- 
ligion. The religion of irreligion, if 


-one may say so, which has its gods— 


Marx and Lenin, its gospel, its apostles, 
its proselytizers. It also has its mar- 
tyrs. How is all this possible when 
obviously the foundations on which it 
rests are not the foundations of truth? 
Let us be frank, let us ‘be fair. Such 


- forces are let loose only when intoler- 


able conditions exist that serve as a 
foundation for despair, and if we take 
a bird’s-eye view of our world of today 
with its appalling injustice, its tragic 
misery, its millions in abject poverty 
in the midst of plenty, its war madness, 
its greed and selfishness, how can 1t be 
otherwise ? 

As Catholics we have a great leader, 
the Holy Father, who in season and 
out of season has tried to draw the at- 


tention of the world to the terrible 
menace that threatens us and to the 
underlying reasons for it. Ceaselessly 
his voice calls to us to awaken. It 
seems as if we are only stirring in our 
sleep. As Catholics we possess the ful- 
ness of truth. Why can we not, if 
necessary, imitate the technique of 
Communism, or devise one of our own 
perhaps better and go forth and con- 
quer the world for Christ. Conquer 
it to Truth, Justice and Charity. We 
have many weapons, but none stronger 
than peace and love and truth, and the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
Why do we hesitate? Catholic Action 
lies before us like a mighty stream 
ready to branch out and cover every 
field of human life and endeavor. We 
have a plan of social reconstruction 
that has never been equalled. The 
back-to-the-land movement would put 
thousands from the slums of the big 
cities into normal conditions of life. 
Cooperatives would solve the almost in- 
solvable question of maldistribution. 
To the problems of money, of credit, 
of family life, of youth, of labor, we 
have a solution. Why do we not broad- 
cast it far and wide? And above all, 
where are the leaders, the lay apostles 
of Catholic Action who will heed the 
voice of His Holiness and with an 
energy equal to that of the enemies of 
the Church, put them into execution? 

Unless we do, we too will have to pay 
the price that Russia, Mexico and Spain 
are paying, and which many other 
countries are going to have to pay. 

Communists are not born. Com- 
munists are made by unjust social con- 
ditions. Let us wake up! Let us or- 
ganize before it is too late and before 
a powerful technique based on a wrong 
in which we are partly guilty sweeps 
away our civilization. 


K. OF C. PLEDGE WAR 
ON ALL COMMUNISM 


State Convention Calls for Opposition 
to Any Candidate With 
Red Sympathies 


Geneva, N. Y., May 29 (AP).— 
“Unalterable opposition to atheistic 
communism” and to any public office 
seekers supporting such doctrines, was 
pledged today by delegates to. the 
annual state convention of the Knights 
of Columbus. 

The delegates passed such a resolu- 
tion in the closing hours of their meet- 
ing, at which they also elected Joseph 
Lamb, Brooklyn, state deputy, and 
chose Jamestown as the 1938 conven- 
tion city. 

The resolution said “the New York 
council reiterates unalterable opposi- 
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tion to atheistic ‘communism, to its 
alleged principles, its aims, purposes 
and methods, and requests members of 
the Knights of Columbus, wherever 
situated, to oppose communism wher- 
ever and in whatever form it may be 
manifested.” 

Members also were instructed “to 
oppose any person who may seek pub- 
lic office where said person has by his 
utterances, practices or conduct, indi- 
cated a belief in or sympathy with com- 
munism or a desire to advance or per- 
mit the advancement of communistic 
teachings or practices.” 


U.S. IS HELD IN DANGER 
OF GOING COMMUNIST 


Professor Bernard Fay of Paris Tells 
Germans America Faces an 
Economic Catastrophe 


(Wireless to the New Vork Times) 

BrerLIN, March 11.—Professor Ber- 
nard Fay, history professor at the Col- 
lege de France, Paris, advertised as a 
specialist on America, declared before 
the Academy for the Rights of Nations 
here today that the United States is in 
danger of sinking into communism and 
is likewise facing an economic catas- 
trophe of “inconceivable magnitude.” 

Professor Fay, who is also president 
of the academy’s French committee, 
placed the blame for both menaces on 
the democratic ideology still prevailing 
in America and on the “ghastly idea of 
material progress.” 

There is the threat of communism, 
he said, because democracy has become 
uncertain of itself and because the 
United States, stricken by the scourge 
of doubt, no longer can put any spirit- 
ual or material resistance against the 
Communist idea. In the high schools, 
in churches, among the leading journal- 
ists and within the American intelli- 
gentsia, generally, he claimed he had 
met many who sympathized with com- 
munism because they saw no other 
escape from the crisis of liberal 
democracy. Therefore they were 
readily caught by Communist propa- 
ganda, skillfully employing democratic 
and humanitarian redeemer slogans. 

Baptists and Methodists, he particu- 
larly charged, flirted with communism 
and said that they “raised their faith 
in communism as a substitute for re- 
ligion.” 

Economic catastrophe threatened, he 
said, because the American soil had 
been ruined through individualistic ex- 
ploitation at the expense of the natural 
equilibrium, resulting in dust storms 
and floods. Democracy conquered the 
land, he said, with the machine, and the 
land is now taking its revenge. 
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COMMUNISTS’ TRUTHS 
BORROWED FROM BIBLE, 
DOMINICAN DECLARES 


Lonpvon, March 1.—All that is true 
in Communist pronouncements has 
been quotations, more or less accurate, 
from the Bible and from Papal Ency- 
clicals, the Rev. Vincent McNabb, 
O.P., declared in the course of a debate 
with John Strachey, a Communist. 
For example, Father McNabb gave the 
quotation: “If a man will not work 
neither shall he eat.” 

An audience of 700 persons attended 
the debate. 


COMMUNISM DENOUNCED 
BY CALCUTTA PROVINCE 
BISHOPS IN PASTORAL 


Caxtcutta, India, March 5.—(N. C. 
W. C.—Fides)—A_ stern warning 
against the fallacies of Socialism and 
Communism as remedies for the social 
and economic evils from which India 
is suffering today is contained in a 
joint pastoral letter issued by the Cath- 
olic Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Prov- 
ince of Calcutta. 

“Tf Socialism and Communism were 
no more than a protest against social 
injustice, then every Christian and 
right-thinking man could call himself 
a Socialist or a Communist,” it says. 
“We desire to make it clear that those 
should not be called Socialists or Com- 
munists who rightly condemn existing 
evils and advocate social reforms, who 
promote the establishment of true 
equality among men and foster the 
reign of justice and charity.” 

Socialism and Communism are to be 
condemned, continues the pastoral, be- 
cause “these doctrines are not in har- 
mony with the Gospel of Christ.” 
“Socialism,” it goes on, “ignores man’s 
supernatural destiny ; it sees in him no 
more than a soulless being destined to 
struggle on earth for a short while; it 
mzkes complete abstraction of spiritual 
values and spiritual interests, and sub- 
ordinates everything to economic exig- 
encies. That is why in every country 
organized Socialist parties are hostile 
to the Church and“to religion. >”. 
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More relentless in its hostility to the 
Church is Communism. Not only is it 
based, like Socialism, on a materialistic 
conception of life; it is also bent on 
the disappearance of every form of 
private property ; it advocates class-war 
in its bitterest form; it has recourse to 
violence and casts the entire moral code 
to the wind; it preaches atheism and 
aims at the utter destruction of all re- 
ligion.” 

The pastoral concludes with an ap- 
peal to Catholics in India to lead more 
genuinely Christian lives. “Socialist 
and Communist doctrines would lose 
much of their appeal, Socialist and 
Communist attacks on religion would 
be without their sting, if every Chris- 
tian lived up to the Gospel precepts, 
loved the poor, treated..his servant 
kindly, divested himself of class or 
caste prejudice and was a stranger to 
contempt for other races,” the letter 
adds. “Whenever we trespass against 
the laws of charity, whenever we offend 
our weaker brother or sin by harshness 
or cruelty, we unwittingly perhaps, add 
fuel to the fire of resentment and re- 
volt that burns in the hearts of the op- 
pressed, and we strengthen the hand 
of those that would destroy religious 
faith together with the social order.” 


The pastoral is signed by the Arch- 
bishop of Calcutta, the Bishops of 
Dacca, Chittagong, Patna, Dinajpur, 
Ranchi, Shillong, the Prefect Apostolic 
of Sikkim and the Apostolic Adminis- 
trator of the Diocese of Krishnagar. 


BRITISH LABOR LEADER 
RESIGNS IN OPPOSITION 
TO AIDING SPANISH REDS 


By GEORGE BARNARD, 


London Correspondent, 
N.C.W.C. News Service 


Lonpon, March 7.—As a sequel to 
his opposition to the collection of funds 
by transport workers to aid the Valen- 
cia Government in Spain, Bailie Alex 
McGregor has resigned from the local 
Labor Party. 

He voted against the Party’s motion 
to permit workers to march in a pro- 
cession to show sympathy with the Red 
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government. The local Party reported 
him to the executive. He then re- 
signed. 

In his letter to the Party chairman, 
he said: “As I honestly believe work- 
ers and democrats of Spain such as Gil 
Robles are behind Franco and that vic- 
tory for Caballero will mean, the des- 
truction of civilization, democracy and 
religion, I felt compelled to vote against 
this attempt to send assistance. 

“It is all very well for the Labor 
Party to pretend it favors non-inter- 
vention in Spain when the constituent 
and allied bodies are rendering all the 
assistance they can, and so I feel it is 
time to let the Labor Party know that 
there is a strong body within its ranks 
who disapprove of their methods.” 


RUSSIA SUPPRESSES 
PAPAL ENCYCLICAL 
AGAINST COMMUNISM 


Bertin, April 19—The Papal En- 
cyclical against Communism was com- 
pletely suppressed in Soviet Russia, ac- 
cording to reports from Moscow. 
Jaroslawsky, the head of the Godless 
Movement, issued a public statement 
violently attacking the Holy Father. 

“Our reply,” he said, “will be the 
destruction of Catholicism with every 
available means, and we must make 
atheists out of all Catholics.” 

At the Godless Institute in Moscow 
200 new propagandists have just passed 
“examinations,” 24 of them being 
women. 

According to a Riga report of the 
Cologne Gazette, a Russian farmer of 
the name of Bashkewitch who had to 
make some timber delivery in Lettonia 
last fall remarked after his return that 
he had been in a Catholic Church there 
and heard a Papal Encyclical against 
Communism being read from the pul- 
pit. His 18-year-old daughter reported 
this to the Communist Youth Associa- 
tion with the consequence that her 
father was sentenced to three years’ 
deportation “because of counter-revo- 
lutionary activities.’ Except for his 
wife, all other family members had to 
issue public statements that they have 
severed all relations with their father 
and changed their names. 


,/ CHURCH WITH FREEDOM 
BEST COMMUNISM BAR, 
SAYS PRAGUE OFFICIAL 


Pracug, April 19—“The Church 
enjoying perfect freedom is the best 
bulwark against Communism and neo- 
paganism,’ Erwin Zajicek, Minister 
without portfolio in the Cabinet, stated 
at a meeting in Joslowitz of the Peo- 
ple’s Union of German Catholics for 
the Archdiocese of Brno. 

The Minister, who is one of the 
spiritual leaders of German Catholics 
in this country, said: 


“We stand under the influence of the 
powerful Papal Encyclicals on Com- 
munism and on the situation of the 
Catholic Church in Germany. Echoes 
of Communism and of the anti-Cath- 
' olic movement in Germany are felt 
even here. Should someone expel our 
moderate Socialists from the (Prague) 
Government today, we would have a 
joint Communist-Socialist bloc tomor- 
row and—perhaps—a Spanish situa- 
tion the day. after tomorrow. Should 
democracy in our State fall, the situa- 
tion of the Church would be disastrous. 
Communism and neo-paganism may be 
pressed down by laws and police meas- 
ures but cannot be extirpated by such 
weapons. 

“We have been working with succéss 
in the months past for national and 
social justice here. The results at- 
tained by us, that is, the Governmental 
Decree of February 18, solving some 
questions of minorities’ rights and the 
strong decrease in the number of the 
unemployed, are facts of great value 
to counteract Communism. 

“We shall continue our efforts for 
the application of social justice. One 
thing is clear: Both on the Czech and 
German sides ‘Public Enemy No. 1’ is 
the professional inciter of strife among 
nationals. The strongest dam against 
Communism and neo-paganism is a 
Church enjoying freedom, enabled to 
speak to the people of today in the 
language of today. Whoever hinders 
the religious education of our children 
opens the doors to Communism. 
Schools in which children are educated 
in a Christian way are no recruiting 
centers for various kinds of ‘isms!’ 
The Spanish example gives us one les- 
son: We need a strong Catholic Press, 
we must build up our press army with 
all our strength.” 

Provost Linke, another speaker at 
the meeting, said that there is danger 
the so-called “Deutsche Weltan- 
schauung”’ (German conception of the 
world) will throw the German nation 
several centuries back in human culture. 
He said this wave of Nazi thought is 
already reaching even German inhabi- 
tants of Czechoslovakia. 


ARCHBISHOP A. HINSLEY 
URGES CONFRATERNITY 
AS COMMUNISM CURB 


Lonpon, April 19—“We have ar- 


‘rived at a grave crisis in the religious 


history of this country,” declared the 
Archbishop of Westminster, the Most 
Rev. Arthur Hinsley, when he warned 
the Catholic Truth Society here at its 
annual meeting of the rapid growth of 
Communism in England. 


The Communist Party has doubled 


its membership in the past few months, 


he said. “Their propaganda is the 
cleverest, the most subtle, the most de- 
ceitful ever launched against the 
Church of God,” he went on. ‘Several 
years ago when I was in Africa I was 
ordered to collect all the evidence I 
could to show. what was the extent of 
the propaganda work of Communists 
among the poor benighted people of 
Africa. It was alarming what infor- 
mation I had-to send to the Vatican.” 


Archbishop Hinsley recalled that the 
Holy Father said the great blot on the 
so-called Catholic nations is ignorance 
of divine religion and that this blot 
must be removed. To remove it in 
this country, the Archbishop  an- 
nounced, the Hierarchy will do its best, 
with the collaboration of the clergy 
and laity, to establish in every parish 
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
and the Guild of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, “the foundation and the keystone 
of the lay apostolate,’ which will work 
in cooperation with other Catholic so- 
cieties. Urging all the laity to join the 
Confraternity and the Guild, Arch- 
bishop Hinsley said: 

“Tet us now go forward, persuaded 
that we are beginning a very serious 
fight against the worst foe the Church 
has ever had to face. There is no 
playtime for us now.’ A new sales 
record was created last year by the 
Catholic Truth Society, it was reported 
at the meeting. 

In 1936 the number of pamphlets 
sold was 1,394,285, which is 20,000 
above the record achieved in the So- 
ciety’s jubilee year, 1934. In addition 
the Society sold 172,100 leaflets and 
20,762 books. The report stated that 
the Society has 2,900,000 pamphlets in 
reserve for immediate distribution. 
Devotional pamphlets head the list. 
Next in order of popularity were 
pamphlets on social subjects, and then 
doctrine and biography. The Society 
has a membership in England and 
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50 INDIA YOUTH, TRAINED 
IN RUSSIA, RETURN HOME 
TO SPREAD COMMUNISM 


New Devuyi, India, April 23—In 
the course of a discussion in the Legis- 
lative Assembly, Sir Henry Craig, the 
Home Member, disclosed figures on 
Indian youths sent to Russia and 
trained in Soviet methods in the past 
two years. 

Fifty Indian students have been 
trained in Russia in that time and have 
returned to India, receiving financial 
aid from the Communist International 
to propagate Soviet principles in this 
country. 


CHALLENGE OF PRIEST 
DODGED BY COMMUNISTS 


Lonpon, May 24.—When the Rev. 
Alfred Winsborough, at a Communist 
meeting at Newport, challenged the 
principal speaker cr any other member 
of the party to a public debate, there 
was no wild rush to accept it. 

The chairman asked the priest to 
put the challenge in writing, saying 
that if he did so the party would con- 
sider it. 

Probably the reason for this hesi- 
tancy was that these Communists know 
Father Winsborough of old. They 
know that when he talks on labor ques- 
tions he speaks as an authority, be- 
cause he was formerly a trade union 


official. 


2,000 BIBLES BURNED 
BY RUSSIAN ATHEISTS 


Rica, Latvia, May 24.—The Rus- 
sian Custom House, upon orders of the 
Commissariat of Finances, has burned 
2,000 Bibles which were confiscated in 
1936 because the persons to whom they 
were sent from abroad could not pay 
the duty. Since Bibles are of no value 
to the Soviet Library, the books were 
burned publicly in the presence of del- 
egates representing the Committee of. 
Atheists and other Communist organ- 
izations. 


TRANSLATING ENCYCLICAL 
OF POPE ON COMMUNISM 
INTO CHINESE LANGUAGE 


Perpinc, May 21—The Encyclical 
of His Holiness Pope Pius XI on the 
subject of Atheistic Communism is 
being translated into Chinese and will 
shortly be published by the Synodal 
Commission in convenient pamphlet 
form, according to Lumen Service. 

The complete original text, which is 
in Latin, has just recently been received 
here and will be republished in its en- 
tirety in the May issue of the Digest 
of the Synodal Commission. 


STALIN TELLS YOUTHS 
OF RUSSIA THEY MUST 
ALL BECOME ATHEISTS 


Rica, Latvia, May 17.—In a letter 
addressed to the Pioneer Club at Mos- 
cow, composed of children aged 8 to 
12 years, Stalin states: “You must all 
become atheists.” He also warns them 
against being dominated by foreign 
influences. 

“You must all become atheists,” the 
letter reads. ‘He who is an atheist is 
a true revolutionary and a good Com- 
munist. When you think of God, you 
betray the revolution and the Commu- 
nist dictatorship. I am an atheist and 
I have learned that Communism with 
atheism is a step toward true So- 
cialism.” 

Following charges made by Pravda 
and Jgvestia, official Communist organ 
published at Moscow, that poor work 
was being accomplished with respect to 
Communist youth on the religious ter- 
rain, the Central Youth Committee 
(Komsomol) has ordered that three 
months, May 2 to August 2, be de- 
voted to recruiting youths to atheism, 
with 200,000 boys and girls set as the 
goal. The Komsomol has announced 
that boys and girls who distinguish 
themselves in working for atheism will 
be given an education at the cost of the 
government. New members of the 
atheist youth organizations will be 
obliged to follow. special courses and 
to engage in propaganda work for six 
months after they have completed their 
studies. 


IRISH CHRISTIAN FRONT 
SEEKS “INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN CONGRESS” 


(Our Sunday Visitor, Mar. 14, 1937.) 

The National Executive of the Irish 
Christian Front, at a meeting held in 
‘Dublin decided that immediate steps 
should be taken to promote an inter- 
national Christian congress, with a 
view to “a union of the minds and 
forces of the Christian peoples of the 
world in one compact front against the 
enemies of God no less than of the 
human race.” The adoption of a com- 
mon program of international action 
to counteract anti-Christian influence 
and control in the spheres of the inter- 
national press and international finance 
is sought. 

It was stated that already the Irish 
Christian Front had made important 
contacts in this direction with all 
English-speaking countries, as well as 
some European and South American 
nations. 


RAID RED PAPER IN BRAZIL 


Rio de Janeiro Police Seize Staff in 
Clandestine Plant 


(Special cable to the New York Times) + 
Rio Dre JANEIRO, Brazit, Mar. 19. 
The police today raided the printing 
plant of the Communist organ, Classe 
Operaria, which was operated clan- 
destinely with the aid of a powerful 
radio station, and arrested the staff. 

The printing plant was situated in 
swampy grounds outside Rio de Ja- 
neiro. Wading through the swamp in 
high boots, the police were received 
with a fusillade when they neared the 
building, but they returned the fire and 
forced their way in. 

Meanwhile the security tribunal is 
continuing to pass judgment on the 
Leftists implicated in the revolt in 
November, 1935. Judge Raul Ma- 
chado declared today that during the 
fortnight beginning April 1, 35 leaders 
of the uprising would be tried and 
sentenced, among them Luis Carlos 
Prestes and Harry Berger. 


NICARAGUA FREES 
DEPORTED REDS 


(Special cable to the New York Times) 

ManacGua, Nicaracua, Mar. 19.— 
Fourteen Nicaraguans deported from 
Costa Rica as Communists arrived at 
Managua today. Gen. Roberto Reyes, 
chief of the National Guard, admon- 
ished them to work honestly for a liv- 
ing and to discontinue subversive 
activities. 


RUSSIA TO MAKE STA- 
TISTICS SHOW PEOPLE 
AS ATHEISTS 


Vicious Campaign of Official Soviet 
Propaganda Directed at Those 
Who Are Listed as Being “Be- 
lievers”—Figures Will Reveal That 
Where Any Considerable Number 
of “Believers” Is Reported the 
“Tlliteracy Rate” Is Higher 


Moscow, Mar. 29 (NC).—If and 
when the statistics gathered in the cur- 
rent census of the Union of Socialist 
Soviet Republics are made public, “it 
will be useful to be able to recall the 
details of an insidious campaign now 
being carried on. This campaign, while 
seeking to make a show of some re- 
ligious freedom in the U. S. S. R,, 
actually has the reverse effect of reveai- 
ing the attitude of hatred and official 
condemnation which prevails toward 
things religious. 

To understand this campaign, it is 
necessary only to read some of the re- 
ports which are blazoned forth in 
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Pravda, the official news organ of the 
Communist Party. These reports, pur- 
porting to come from various points 
throughout the U. S. S. R., seek to 
convey these main points: that the 
census is revealing the non-believers, 
at these points at least, to be consider- 
ably in the majority; that a number of 
those who at first report themselves as 
“believers” later come to officials and 
beg to be put down as “non-believers,” 
and that where any considerable num- 
ber of “believers” is reported, the 
illiteracy rate is higher. 


PURPOSE OF PROPAGANDA 


For the most part, one is left to draw 
these three points from the purported 
news dispatches, but the hint is so 
broad that hardly anyone could miss 
the purpose of the propaganda. For 
example, a report one day that a 
woman in one village came before offi- 
cials and begged them to strike out her 
earlier statement that she was a “be- 
liever” and to write her down as a 
“non-believer,” is followed shortly by 
a story from another point that there, 
a census-taker put down all of the 
medical faculty at a certain school as 
“believers” without knowing whether 
they were or not, and that, “having 
learned of this hostile act, the students 
protested and obtained the removal of 
this man from census work.’ The 
next day is printed a report alleging 
a large proportion of “non-believers” 
in a given locality, and stating that 
census workers are finding that illiter- 
acy is high in those centers where the 
number of “believers” is high. 

The next day comes a story that a 
14-year-old boy tearfully pleaded with 
the census-takers to believe that he was 
a “non-believer,” exhibiting his red 
neckerchief, the insignia of a young 
“Pioneer.”” Still other reports say that 
in this or that place a wife has secretly 
told the census-taker that she is a 
“non-believer” but must be put down 
as a “believer” for fear of abuse from 
her husband. Again, a report will 
assert that in this village the young 
children of a family clapped their 
hands in glee when the whole group 
were able to report themselves “non- 
believers,” the children shouting “Now 
we are all self-conscious.” 

And then, despite all of this cam- 
paigning, the paper carried the follow- 
ing paragraph in a front-page editorial 
which completely unmasks the wile and 
cunning that is going into this fight on 
religion in the land of the Soviets: 

“The party and the government put 
their faith in the census agents as re- 
gards the responsibility of their work. 
The majority of the census agents 
honorably carried out their obligations. 
But instances were discovered where 
the census-takers agitated among the 


citizens to have them write themselves 
down as believers. Somewhere the 
“enemy is trying to purposely under- 
estimate the quality of the population. 
That is the reason why we must exer- 
/cise extreme care when the time comes 


to check up on the rounds of each 
controller.” 


“CHECK-UP” To BE MADE 


And so, despite the years of cruel 
and hateful suppression of religion, 
despite the years of vigorous and offi- 
cial encouragement of atheism, despite 
the great amount of careful prepara- 
tion with which the State prepared for 
the census, despite the varied and 
seemingly endless means, of coercion 
that are applicable to the people to 
force them to register as ‘‘non-beliey- 
ers,’ despite the insidious propaganda 
currently carried on in the press, 
warning is being given that a “‘check- 
up” will be made when the reports of 
the census-takers come in. 


Meanwhile, it is announced officially 
in Izvestia that the destruction of the 
Strasnoy Monastery, which lately has 
housed Moscow’s Central Anti-Re- 
ligious Museum, will be completed this 
summer; that the exhibit will be 
moved to another building, a seized 
church which has been renovated, 
which will provide two and a half 
times the space heretofore available; 
that the exhibit will be completely 
transformed, and that henceforth it 
will be called the Museum of the His- 
tory of Religion and Atheism. 

The Bolsheviks also boast that some 
interesting material has become avail- 
able with the return to Moscow of an 
expedition which went to Central Asia 
to study the history of Islamism. 


HUNGARY CHRISTIANS 
UNITED IN CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST COMMUNISM 


By Dr. FREDERICK FUNDER 
Vienna Correspondent, N. C. W. C. News 
Service 

ViENNA, Mar. 15.—The Communis- 

tic danger so seriously in evidence in 
Hungary has brought Catholics and 
Protestants into closer mutual relations 
and a joint defense. 

An article by Father Bangha, S.]J., 

in his periodical, Magyar Kultura, ap- 
peals for the solidarity of Christian 
ideas. At a meeting of the Calvinian 
Presbyters of Budapest his words met 
with a very friendly echo. Dr. Kele- 
man, a member of the Hungarian Par- 
liament and in his capacity as chairman 
of the Union of Calvinian Presbyters, 
speaking at the meeting, declared that 
‘St was no longer admissible to watch 
with crossed arms the ever-growing 
anti-Christian tendencies.” 


“It is the duty of the Calvinistic 
Church,” he said, “to wage a war 
against people who are attracted by the 
Russian ruble and other foreign money, 
and with the help of Christ’s weapon, 
charity, lead the crowds back to the 
right path.” 


Dr. Daranyi, the Hungarian Prime 
Minister, himself a Protestant, said: 
“The number of our common foes is 
indeed so huge that every religious 
community must be concentrated 
against the common enemy.” 


The Calvinistic bishop, Dr, Ravatz, 
stated: “Today Christianity as a whole 
is menaced. The common possessions 
of the Christian religions and all the 
Christian confessions, in order to ward 
off the danger, must resolve upon de- 
cisive action. The first steps to be 
taken consist of a clear recognition of 
the situation, an increased good will to 
one another, and full obedience to the 
commandments of Christ.’ The state- 
ments of the Bishop met with general 
approval of the assembly. 

At a convention of the Calvinian 
Presbyters of the District of Czegled, 
Dr. Lazar, the Minister of Justice. 
called Christian faith the “safest 
guide” in these disturbed times. 


“WANDERING CHRISTIANS” 
DEFYING GODLESS, SOURCE 
OF WORRY TO BOLSHEVISTS 


By Dr. FrREDERIC FUNDER 
Vienna Correspondent, N. C. W. C. News 
Service 

ViENNA, May 31.—More and more 
often the Bolshevist press deals with 
the appearance in great numbers of the 
so-called “wandering Christians,” a re- 
ligious phenomenon on the point of 
spreading all over Russia. The Soviet 
papers speak of a sect. In fact it is 
a religious movement which has its 
origin in an old tradition deeply rooted 
in the Russian people and is to be felt 
strongest when Christianity is op- 
pressed by Rusisan rulers. 

In a correspondence edited by Baron 
Erik von Fersen, formerly director of 
the Russian Duma, the Russian Ortho- 
dox Bishop Seraphin gives an interest- 
ing explanation of the movement, 
which at present is giving the Soviet 
authorities a good deal of trouble and 
is suppressed by them with the utmost 
severity. 

The Russian “wanderers” relinquish 
all their earthly property to find God 
in poverty and homelessness. They 
are firmly convinced that anti-Christ 
has become ruler in the shape of Soviet 
authority. Any communication and 
connection with the reign of anti- 
Christ leads, in their opinion to eternal 
destruction. 

In one of the numerous anonymous 
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proclamations, which now circulate in 
the Soviet Union and call the people 
to join the “Christian Wanderers,” it 
is said: “Take your staff and start on 
your way. If you are asked where 
you come from answer: I have no 
home. If you are asked where you 
are going, answer : I go in search of the 
city of light on this desecrated face of 
earth.” So the pilgrims now wander 
through the cities and villages of the 
Soviet Union, in torn clothes, bare- 
headed, with a staff in their hands and 
a bag on their backs which contains 
the bible, a prayer-book and a few eat- 
ables. They spend the nights in the 
open air or in the barns of faithful 
Russian peasants. In the towns and 
villages they stop and address passers- 
by with the words of religious teach- 
ing and warning. They call on priests 
ordained before the revolution or con- 
secrated by Bishops who do not recog- 
nize the rule of the Soviets and are 
persecuted by them and for that reason 
obliged to hide. They also visit the 
old sacred places, closed and profaned 
monasteries and former places of pil- 
grimage, pray there and take earth and 
water with them. 

A great number of those pilgrims, 
Bishop Seraphin says, were arrested 
last summer and detained in prison un- 
til April last. When they were set 
free they were forbidden to express 
religious opinions hostile to the Soviet 
authorities. They are specially regis- 
tered and forced to attend anti-religious 
lectures. But the distressing condi- 
tions make fresh numbers of pilgrims 
who join those wanderings; a sign, 
says Bishop Seraphin, that the faithful 
in Russia in the face of undescribable 
misery have arrived at the firm con- 
viction, that the Communist dictator- 
ship was the revelation of the anti- 
Christ and the visible consummation 
of the prophecies of Christ. 

“God only knows,” the Bishop says, 
“how many of those pilgrims, those 
implacable enemies of the power of 
godlessness, have commended _ their 
souls to God in the northern concen- 
tration camps and in Siberia. But all 
the measures taken by the G. P. U. are 
in vain.” 


MOTHER OF STALIN 
ATTENDS ORTHODOX 
SERVICE ON EASTER 


(Special Correspondent, N. C. W. C. News 
Service ) 

GeNneEvA, May 31.—The 79-year-old 
mother of Stalin, Soviet Russia’s dic- 
tator, attended the Orthodox Easter 
services in a church of Tbilisi (for- 
merly Tiflis), in the territory of 
Georgia, after having severed all con- 
nections with the church over a period 


of 20 years, reports from the Russian 
border say. She made an Easter con- 
tribution of 1,000 roubles for the 
church. When Stalin heard of this, 
say the reports, he gave orders that 
his mother be removed to another town 
where her sudden conversion might not 
cause as much of a sensation. 

The Soviet Attorney General, Kri- 
lenko, made a public statement to the 
effect that all clergy were to be consid- 
ered as parasites, the majority of them 


being “‘counter-revolutionaries who 
must be destroyed if they attempt to 
undertake anything against the Soviet 
regime.” On the other hand all godless 
should enjoy the full protection of the 
State, he said. 

The 6,000,000 members of the Soviet 
military league “Ossoviachim” joined 
the godless organization in a unit. This 
means an added income for the godless 
of some 15,000,000 roubles a year. 
Orders were issued by the military au- 
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thorities in Moscow that no soldiers or 
officers of the army must be seen in 
churches in their uniforms. 

The Orthodox Cathedral in Tula and 
the former Strasnoa monastery in Mos- 
cow were destroyed by order of the 
Soviet government. More and more 
of the remaining churches in Russia 
suffer the same fate as the Bolshevist 
chieftains are worried over the grow- 
ing attendance of the people at church 
services all over the country. 


The Latest News From Russia 


June, L,looe 


wae THIS number of INFoRMATIONES ET NOTITIAE 
goes to press the morning papers carry news of 
another sensational development in Soviet Russia. 
Eight of the highest officers in the Red Army have 
been arrested on charges of treason, and will be tried 
for their lives. Among them is Marshal Tukhachevsky, 
one of the outstanding military leaders, and a colorful 
figure in the Soviet state. The remaining seven officers 
were, until a short time ago, the key men in military 
circles. They are all charged with having conspired to 
betray the Soviet Union by weakening the Red Army 
in order to insure its defeat in case of attack with the 
ultimate purpose of restoring the country to capitalism. 
The trials will be in secret, which means, undoubtedly, 
that death will follow swiftly and inevitably. The lan- 
guage and tone of the indictment forecast such an 
outcome. 

This is the third important “treason” trial within a 
year. In July, 1936, old-line Bolsheviks such as Zino- 
viev and Kameney, lieutenants of Lenin and protago- 
nists in the revolution, were accused of similar treason, 
and later summarily executed with fourteen other 
leaders. In January of the present year we had the 
second act of this modern Thermidor in the public trial 
of Radek, Pyatakov, Sokolnikov, and other prominent 
Bolsheviks. Thirteen were executed after that purge. 
Now the third act reveals Mr. Stalin advancing on the 
very apple of Communism’s eye, the Red Army. By 
the time these lines are in print the world may be in- 
formed in laconic language that these latest “traitors” 
have been executed. One, named General Gamarnik, 
anticipated the Dictator, and has already committed 
suicide. , 

Another significant fact is recorded on page 17 of 
this present issue. A dispatch from Geneva dated 
May 31 reported that Stalin’s 79-year-old mother, Mrs. 
Djugashvili, attended the Easter Services in a Church 
of Tiflis, in the territory of Georgia, for the first time 
in twenty years. It is reported that when Stalin heard 
of this he had his mother removed to another town 
where her conversion would not be so important. Then, 
on June 9, Moscow, in a terse pronouncement, an- 
nounced the death of Mrs. Djugashvili from “pneu- 
monia and heart attack.” Without in any way 
suggesting an unnatural circumstance in her demise, no 
informed observer can fail to remember that every 
personage in Russia who has seriously opposed the iron 


rule of Mr. Stalin very shortly dies, is exiled, is tried 
for “treason,’ or commits suicide. General Frunze 
died some years ago under similar circumstances during 
an operation which he was obliged to undergo at the 
orders of Mr. Stalin. Dzerzhinsky died suddenly in an 
unexplained manner. Joffe committed suicide. Nu- 
merous others have died mysteriously—even Stalin’s 
young wife—shortly after certain bourgeois tendencies 
were discovered. 

" All this points to a fundamental disintegration of 
party unity within Russia, and indicates how fallacious 
are the claims of professional propagandists such as 
Anna Louise Strong and Mr. Louis Fisher, and of 
sympathetic journalists such as Mr. Walter Duranty. 
For if the Utopian achievements so widely publicized 
by Soviet sympathizers are true, and if Communism 
has been so enthusiastically accepted, it is difficult to 
understand why dozens upon dozens of leaders whose 
loyalty to Lenin is above question, must be eliminated 
ruthlessly and often in secret. If Zinoviev, Trotsky, 
Kamenev, Sokolnikov, Pyatakov, Radek, and others 
have been conspiring, as Moscow charges, to hand 
Soviet Russia over to Japan, or to Nazi Germany, the 
very weight of the argument they supply would indi- 
cate that Communism has not only failed but is ruining 
the country to an extent that would justify their alleged 
alliance with a hostile power. If we add to this evi- 
dence the desperate attempt of Mr. Stalin to assist 
Communism in Spain the conclusion would seem to be 
warranted that it is now Mr. Stalin alone against the 
combined intellect of practically every other responsible 
leader. And be it remembered that the outside world 
hears nothing from the great masses of the Russian 
people, but only the official version authorized by the 
Kremlin. What has been going on behind that veil of 
censorship will only be revealed when the curtain rises 
on the final act which may not be long deferred. Per- 
haps revolt has already broken out. 

Mr. Stalin obviously is afraid of something. His 
fear is not directed against any invasion from the out- 
side, but against his own colleagues. Terrorism is 
always an admission of fear, and when the terrorism 
is directed against his nearest comrades it is a sign that 
the Russian revolution, like the French revolution, has 
now turned inwards and is devouring its own offspring. 


Epmunp A. WatsH, S.J. 
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Schools for the Clergy in Preparation for Social Action 


During the month of July several important and organized courses on present social 
problems will be offered to Catholic priests under the auspices of the Social Action De- 


partment of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 


These schools will convene in 


Milwaukee and Toledo during the month of July. They will be conducted in both cities 
by representative Catholic scholars, such as Bishop Lucey of Amarillo, Monsignor John 
A. Ryan, Rev. Francis Haas, Rev. Wilfrid Parsons, §.J., and Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S. 
Readers who may be interested may obtain further information from the N. C. W. C., 
1314 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


HESE = schools are primarily 
schools in the Encyclicals of 
Pius XI, Quadragesimo Anno and 


Atheistic Communism. Everything 
centers in them. A new translation of 
both Encyclicals, together with the 
Latin text, is to be used in these 
schools throughout. The pages follow 
the Latin printing in Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis (June 1, 1931) which is avail- 
able in Bishops’ and seminary libraries. 
The Latin text we have is the one 
published by Desclee. 

The N. C. W. C. hopes to receive 
from the schools this summer such 
corrections in the translation as to pro- 
duce an accurate and readable trans- 
lation. This translation tries to lean 
towards accuracy rather than read- 
ability; the readability can be cared 
What is desired now is sug- 
gestions regarding the accuracy of the 
translation. The Latin is quite diffi- 
fult. There is often a-choice of sev- 
eral words to bring out the meaning. 
Any suggestions will be enthusiastic- 
ally welcomed. 

The recent amazingly ample Encyc- 
lical <Atheistic Communism clarifies 
certain sometimes disputed parts of 
Quadragesimo Anno. It is used there- 


fore in the course to help in the under- 
standing of the teaching. It is also 
used as the first guide of the sections 
on Communism, Quadragesimo Anno 
in this case taking second place. The 
two Encyclicals are the basic texts of 
the course. The course is at heart a 
course in these two Encyclicals. Be- 
cause Quadragesimo Anno and Athe- 
istic Communism double back and 
forth on the trail, it was decided not 
to take them page by page but by sub- 
ject matter in the following plan: 
Basic Moral Standards; Guilds, Indi- 
vidualism and the New Economic 
Domination; New Social Order; 
Communism; Economic Organization ; 
Legislation; The Priests’ Work. 
The Basic Moral Standards and 
Guilds, Individualism and the New 
Economic Domination are treated the 
first week. The Social Order; Com- 
munism (in the same week); Eco- 
nomic Organizations; and Legislation 
will be treated in the order of avail- 
ability of the traveling instructors who 
handle the respective subjects. The 
Priests’ Work runs through the four 
weeks. The Social Order and Com- 
munism, etc., are treated in the same 
week because of the great contrast of 
the two. The whole course is inte- 


1g 


grated throughout. Period I on the 
Encyclical rules throughout each week. 
Thus in the week on “Economic 
Morality,” Period II deals with the 
facts of America and of the region on 
the subjects treated, the seminar deals 
with the essential refusal of Individu- 
alism and the New Economic Domina- 
tion to seek Economic Morality, the 
period on the work of the Priests deals 
first with the principles involved in the 
priest’s work as teacher of religion and 
morality. 

In the week on Economic Organiza- 
tions, Period I on the Encyclical again 
rules the week. Period II that week 
deals with national and regional facts 
on organization. Period III (seminar) 
is handled largely by local laymen who 
present their own experiences and 
points of view and the period on the 
work of the priest treats their work 


with labor organizations. The same 
rule follows throughout the four 
weeks. 


Period I is handled by the visiting 
faculty throughout; Period II by local 
priests; Period III (Seminar) by the 
visiting faculty and by local laymen; 
Period IV by local priests and with 
help from the visiting faculty. 


ES EE See 


PERIOD I 
Encyclical: Economic Morality 
1. Moral Law and Economics. 


2. Work: Individual and So- 
cial, Living Wage. 

3. Maximum Employment 
Wage and Price. Sharing-in- 
Production Wage. 

4. Partnership, Distributed 
Ownership, Public Ownership. 

5. Ownership: Individual and 
Social. 


WEEK A—Economic Morality 


PERIOD II 
American and Regional Facts 
Cause of Unemployment. 
Wages, Hours and Unem- 
ployment in U. S. 
Wages and Hours in a Local 
Industry. 


Wages and Hours in a Local 
Industry. 
Women in Industry. 


PERIOD III 
Seminars: Encyclical 
1. The Relation of Morality 


to Economics. 
2. Individualism. 


3. New Domination. 


4 Effects. 


5. Fanfani and Tawney, or 
the Program of Nat. Catholic 
Alumni Federation. 


PERIOD IV 
Work of Priest 
a. Principles. 


b. Diocesan program of 
social education. 

c. Study Clubs. Also pri- 
vate conversation with visit- 
ing instructors. 


WEEK B—The New Social Order: The Full Means of Establishing Economic Morality—Communism, etc. 


Encyclicals: The New Social 
Order 


1. A modern guild order. 

2. Growth into it through or- 
ganizations and government. 

3. Function: Social Justice. 


4. Cure of Class Conflict. 


5. Cure of Excessive Govern- 
ment Power. 


Communism, etc. 
American Communism. 


Socialism and Public Owner- 
ship Organizations. 

Communism: Theory of Class 
Struggle. 


Communism: Tactics. 


Communism: Man, Family, 


Religion, Society. 


Seminars 


1. “Organized Social Justice,” 
pp.. 10-14 (N. C..W. C.). 

2. Council for Industrial 
Progress. 

3. A. F. of L. and C. I. O. in 
relation to idea of new social 
order. 

4. Religious and Moral Re- 
form. 

5. Fascism. 


Work of Priest 
Local Communist Activi- 
ties (two or three periods). 
Also private conversation 
with visiting instructors. 


WEEK C—Economic Organizations: Partial Means of Economic Morality 


Encyclicals: Economic Organi- 
sation 
1. Right and Necessity of 
Organization. 
2. Labor Union and Company 
Union. 


S ACH. Otel wand. Colt, 'Q: 


4. Process of Organizing and 
Bargaining. 
5. Strikes. 


WEEK D—Legislation: Partial 


Encyclicals: Legislation 
1. Principles. 


2. Relation of Government to 
Autonomous Organized Indus- 
tries and Professions. 

3. Minimum Wage Laws. 


4. The Constitution and Cath- 
olic Social Teaching. 

5. Federal versus State Lee- 
islation. 


American Labor Movement 
American Labor Movement. 


Same. 


Organization in a local in- 
dustry. 
A: Local Strike. 


A Local Industry Peacefully 
Negotiating. 


Legislation 
State Unemployment Insur- 
ance Act. 


State Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion. 


Dr. Ryan’s “Constitution and 
Catholic Industrial Teaching.” 


Supreme Court: Minimum 
Wage Case. 
Supreme Court: Jones- 


Laughlin Case. 


Seminar: Organization 
1. A. F. of L. official (on his 
work). 


2. C. I. O. official (same). 


_ 3. Local Employer on Union- 
ism. 

4. Labor Relations Board Of- 
ficial. 

5. U. S. or other conciliator 
or State Labor Relations Of- 
ficial. 


Means of Economic Morality 


Seminar 


1. State Labor 
Official. 
2. “Bishops’ Program of So- 


cial Reconstruction.” 


Department 


3. Local Attorney on the 
Minimum Wage Case. 

4. Local Attorney on 
Jones-Laughlin Case. 

5. The American Statements 
in “Catholic Work for Social 
Justice.” 


the 


Work of Priest 
Two or three periods on 
work in relation to labor 
movement. Private conver- 
sation with visiting instruc- 
tors. 


Work of Priest 
Two or three evenings on 
the attitude of priests to- 
wards legislation. Private 
conversation with the visit- 
ing instructors. 
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Comment). 


POLICY AND PROGRAM 


1. Intensifying fights over present evils is the best way 
to serve Communism now. 


_ 2. That and defending the one country under control 
bf the Communist Party (called C. P. hereafter). 


_ 3. And preventing repression of agitation and the C. P. 
aere and abroad. 
4. To do these effectively, as many persons as possible 
ust be brought together and the C. P. itself or C. P. 
members must lead the fights, and the defense, or join 
with them. 
5. And in so doing, all kinds of organizations must be 
formed in such a way that the C. P. or its members can 
ontrol them for the purposes; or if not control them, join 
vith others who follow any of these purposes. 

6. Therefore as many loosely formed organizations as 
ossible must be created and C. P. must either enter them 
or, if not, the C. P. must direct certain of its members to 
lo so, either as individuals or through organizations they 
wan get credentials from. 

7. Also join all organizations that work for any of the 
ims. 

8. Including organizations for particular purposes. 

9. And organizations among like-situated groups. 

10. And have these organizations agitate on immediate 
ssues but form no program of ultimate demands (which 
vould keep out Communists ). 


11. And reject proposals that might lead on to a peace- 
ful cure of our evils. 


12. This lets the C. P. hide in a great many organiza- 
ions having the best of purposes and practices. 


13. Particularly bore from within existing unions. 


14. Advocate a loose Farmer-Labor Party to advocate 
immediate fighting demands and to take no position on the 
final form economic life should take, thus leaving the 
yquestion of Communism still open and allowing Commu- 
nists to enter and agitate. 


15. And particularly form a United Front with the 
Socialist Party. 


16. And particularly with all organizations of the 
Unemployed and WPA workers, to agitate for Federal 
|projects, higher wages, etc., thereon. 


al 


' Program and Activities of the Communist Party in 1937 


The following condensed analysis has been prepared by the Social Action Depart- 
ment of the National Catholic Welfare Conference in preparation for the Summer 
Schools for the Clergy described on the preceding pages. 
| form of propositions (Policy and Program) together with certain comments on the man- 
| ner in which the Party is reducing their objectives to concrete application (Practice and 
The Editors thank the General Secretary of the N. C. W. C. for his cour- 


teous permission to reproduce this excellent compendium of Communist tactics. 


[tis highly condensed, in the 


PRACTICE AND COMMENTS 


Note 1936 Communist Party platform, which even says 
that many present evils can be greatly remedied inside pri- 
vate ownership. 

Stalin in Seventeenth World Congress: “Our orienta- 
tion... «is towards the US. 5, kh. and the U7 S25. kK. 
alone.” 

Anti-Fascism—The Spanish war looms large. 


“United Front” Policy, formally begun in 1934 on or- 
ders from Moscow after Nazi Germany was created. Has 
gradually increased since then. 


Forming general “Congresses” and loose federations. 
Also agitation over any particular evil, along with others. 


Note form of organization of National Students’ Con- 
gress, in which all kinds of organizations are solicited and 
a compact few Communists do a good deal of the leading 
on the issues it wishes to agitate about. 


E. g., labor unions. 


E. g., political parties. 

E. g., among Negroes. 

But this method is hard to follow. First, C. P. mem- 
bers get interested in immediate demands and may lose 
the final goal. Second, continuous agitation disgusts the 
general membership, after immediate demands are gained. 

E. g., reject the program of Collective Bargaining plus 
Class Cooperation plus Government (of the Encyclical), 
and the one American unions, etc., want to follow. So 
these Communists—influenced organizations usually stand 
off and demand things. 

N.B. We should be on our guard therefore against 
condemning the Umted Front orgamzations which the 
C. P. advocates unless we have examined their member- 
ship, purpose and practices. For example, the C. P. now 
considers the A. F. of L. a “United Front’ organization. 
These listed have a certain amount of Communist in- 
fluence. 

Abandonment of the Trade Union Unity League 
(3/17/35) which formed its own labor unions. 

None of the “Farmer-Labor Parties” (Washington, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin) allows direct representation 
of the C. P. Is represented to a small degree indirectly 
through its members representing unions and the like. The 
programs deal with immediate remedies and have no final 
program,—which, however, fits the public mind now. 

The Socialist Party has refused, because it is split among 
those who believe a revolution is necessary, those who do 
not, those who do not want a United Front and those who 
do not like the ‘C."P. 

The Workers’ Alliance, a federation under a Socialist 
President and a C. P. Secretary. Membership 125,000. 


POLICY AND PROGRAM 
17. Also with consumers’ cooperatives. 
18. And particularly a Communist-Socialist Students 
organization to agitate for curriculum changes, student 
coops, student government, peace and political education. 


19. And a general youth organization to agitate for 
civil liberties, peace, against fascism, for unions, for the 
American Youth Act to provide for vocational training 
and employment for youth, full educational opportuni- 
ties crc. 


20. And particularly a Negro organization to agitate 
over lynching, discriminations, etc. 


21. And among farmers, to agitate for protection of 
farm property against seizure for debts, for Farmer-Labor 
Party, ete. 


22. And among foreigners and among foreign groups. 


23. And particularly an organization to defend Russia 


in world politics and fight threatened suppression of either | 


the C. P. at home or the agitation and fight against real 
evils. 


24. And get in the peace movement, to agitate against 
Fascism and for support of Russia and Communism as 
only effective keepers of peace. 


25. But keep its own foreign language and Negro fra- 
ternal insurance organization (probably to keep control of 
its money ). 


_ 26. And keep its legal defense organization for protec- 
tion of members in courts or cases over which agitation is 
helpful. 


27. Although cooperate with other in certain cases. 
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PRACTICE AND COMMENTS 


Some around N. Y. and the Northwest. 

American Student Union, formed of an alliance of 
Communist and Socialist and some “liberal” organiza- 
tions. Claims 20,000 (Feb., 1937). Starting among high 
school students agitate immediate demands (Organ: Stu- 
dent Advocate), 112 E. 19th St., N. Y. Si 

American Youth Congress (national and regional ). 
Natl. Council: 55 W. 42nd St., Room 755, N. Y. C., is- 
sues Fortnightly News Letter. Communists represented 
by Young Communist League and also by Communists in 
other accredited organizations. (1,500 delegates repre- 
senting 1,700,000 members at 1936 meeting). (See Ap- 
pendix A.) 


National Negro Congress (1936 meeting, 1,817 dele-. { 


gates representing 1,200,000 members from Trade Unions 
and churches, etc.). A loose federated “Congress” on 
the directorate of which Communists claim one-tenth. 
There is a Communist International Trade Union Com- 
mittee of Negro workers. Organ: The Negro Worker 
(Paris) Editor, American. 

Dissolution of the old Communist United Farmers’ 
League in 1935 and merging of many local units with the 
Farm Holiday Association, Box 230, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Magazine is Farm Holiday News, Des Moines, lowa. 
Also among some farm-labor unions. The Rural Worker 
(25 N. Montgomery St., Trenton, N. J.), monthly paper 
published by a probable Communist though it is a straight- 
out farm labor paper except for one (known) insert on 
Russia. 

See I. W. O. below. Also has persons at central office 
to guide work among them. 
press. (See Exhibit B.).. “Special Peoples” Front groups,. 
e. g., French in New York, Mexican in Chicago. Com- 
mittee of fraternal organizations, a national insurance or- 
ganization. At a meeting in the Pittsburgh District, Oc- 
tober 26, 17 national organizations, 240 locals, represent- 
ing 593,000 members, were represented. President is B. 
K. Gebert (C. P. member) Croatjan, Lithuanian, Hun- 
garian, Italian, Polish, Jewish, Slovenian, Russian, Ger- 
man, Ukranian, and “many other” racial groups included. 


Croatian Fraternal Union particularly active around Pitts- . 


burgh. The Verhovey Aid Society, the Czechoslovakian 
Society of America and the Russian Brotherhood have. 


shown signs of cooperating with this group. Agitate for 


union membership by foreigners. 

League Against War and Fascism. Magazine, The 
Fight, 286 Fourth Ave., N. Y. The direction of this, in 
major part non-Communist, is in the hands of persons who 
hold the Communist thesis as to repression and war but 
are not convinced revolution is the American way out. At 
its 1936 meeting there were 1,840 delegates representing 
3,250,000 members. 


Excluded from National Peace Council. Not in Na- 


tional Emergency Peace Campaign but (maybe) in some: 
Takes position against “neu-. 


of its local committees. 


trality,” for joining in any war against Russia. Repre- 


sented in United Student Peace Committee, comprising 13. 
national student groups which called student peace strikes, 
April 22. Emergency Peace Campaign Youth Section was. 


also represented. 


The International Workers’ Order (125,000 members), 
Has a Youth Section Alliance with — 


largely Jewish. 


Croatian Workers’ Federation. Italian Committee of I. 


W. O. includes representatives of 17 Italian lodges. Prop- 
agandize at Negro Fraternal Society meetings for labor 


union membership. 
International Labor Defense. 
fender, 80 E. 11th St., Room 610, N. Y. 


General “United Fronts” for Angelo Herndon and also. 


for Scottsboro boys. 


Also has foreign: language — 


Magazine Labor De- , 


sia and the United Front. 
with the party now.) 


POLICY AND PROGRAM 
28. And its own propaganda organization for Russia. 


29. And propagandize for Russia. 
30. And Russian touring. 


31. And spread work among teachers so as to get the 


point of view accepted, first in the education departments 
of universities and hence to the rank and file of teachers. 


32. And among writers.and artists. So they will write 


‘novels, history and poetry or paint, sculpture and cartoons 
in the service of the C. P. point of view. 
the organization takes up also matters of technique in the 
-arts.) 
Workers International Relief, which does not exist now. 
Their organizational tie-up with the party is now obscure. ) 


(In so doing 


(This and the next three groups were once under 


33. And among intellectuals. 


34. And among social workers by agitating over prob- 


lems of social workers in their work, e. g., their own pay 
and-the work they do for the poor. 


35. And among professional workers. 
36. And through amateur dramatics to present plays in 


Bie*C. P. spirit. 


37. And films (imported). 
38. And through athletics. 


39. And through health education (including sex 


license ). 


40. And get back of the C. I. O. because it is organiz- 


ing the semi-skilled among whom the best mass-timber for 
the party is to be found. 


41. And fight Trotskyists who are against Stalin’s Rus- 
(One of the serious issues 


42. Therefore train the members better in the whole 


theory but also in the “line” to follow in all these organi- 
zations in agitating for or against particular things. 


43. And also actually order the members so to act. 


44. Therefore, the C. P. should reorganize itself by 


States, counties and cities to fit the Farmer-Labor Party 
prospects. 


45. And the C. P. local meetings should deal with 


thinking out this whole program of theory and action and 
with directing its members what to do in all these organi- 
zations and ways. 


46. And a training of the local officers is needed, and 


more discipline. 


47. And push the Daily Worker, the official national 


paper, for daily agitation, guidance in policy and news 
about the work of the acceptable organizations. 


48. And the Southern Worker. 
49, And push the C. P. publishing houses and the 


“workers’ bookshops,” and put out magazines for different 


groups and purposes. 
F 


50. And especially push New Masses. 
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PRACTICE AND COMMENTS 

Friends of Soviet Russia. Magazine, Soviet Russia 
Today—824 Broadway, N. Y. 

Done continually in all magazines. 

Intourist—545 Fifth Ave., N. Y.; 360 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago; 756 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Social Frontiers—44 W. 99th St., N. Y. C. Magazine 
for teachers whose editors take essentially the Communist 
position but veil it in long words. The editorial advisory 
board does not all (e. g., Dewey and Kilpatrick) agree 
with it. Essential difference is over class conflict, revolu- 
tion and extent of common ownership. Bore from within 
the American Federation of Teachers. 

Writers’ Congress called for June 4-6 in New York by 
(See New 
Masses, May 4, 1937.) Following western and mid-west- 
ern meetings, plan national organization. American 
Artists’ Congress. Eight regional exhibits in April, 1937. 
Art Front, published by Artists’ Union, workers on the 
Federal Art Project, 41 Union Square, N. Y. C. (Aim 
to continue and expand FAP.) For lists of Artists’ Union 
see Appendix C. 

Science and Society—quarterly—3106 75th St., N. 
Mion: 

Social Work Today, published monthly by National 
Coordinating Committee of Social Service Employe 
Groups, 6 E. 46th St., N. Y. C. (4 years old). 

Further material will be sent. 

New Theatre League—magazine Theater Workshop— 
310 E. 75th St., N. Y. C. Social Theatre Publications— 
magazine: New Theatre and Film—156 W. 44th St., N. 
Y. C. A great deal is done locally probably by the C. P. 
andthe Y. C. L. 

New Theatre and Film. Cameo Theatre. 
Film Distributing Agency—Amkino. 

Want to get in A. A. U.; their own former athletic fed- 
erations, they are dissatisfied with. 

Health and Hygiene monthly. Organ of Peoples’ 
Health Education League, 215 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. C. 

No C. I. O. leader is a Communist, although undoubt- 
edly some local, lesser organizers must be C. P. members. 


Russian 


Now mostly in the Socialist Party (i.e. S. P.). Fight 
United Front in S. P., in students’ organization, in Work- 
ers’ Alliance and in American League Against War and 
Fascism. 

General ‘Workers’ Schools’ (2 such schools run a 
spring term this year in N. Y.). More pamphlets, ete. 
Study outlines. 

The C. P. gives what it calls “assignments” to its mem- 
bers to go and do this or that in this or that way; and if 
they refuse, or sabotage the work, expels them. 

Did so in 1936; but probably not completed even on a 
state basis. 


Routine work now done by assigning the work to indi- 
viduals. 


Training schools. Expelled 160 local officers in 1935. 


Sunday edition established. Drive for subscription going 
on all the time. Fifty thousand is an outside figure. No 
increase during ’36 campaign. 

Official organ of Communist Party of U.S. A. in South, 
Box 572, Birmingham, Ala. 

See Appendix D. 

See Appendix E. 


Weekly magazine for Intelligentsia, 31 E. 27th St., N. 
We 


POLICY AND PROGRAM 
51. And increase the C. P. 


qn 
bo 


. And stop leakage from the party. 


53. And get dues paid. ’ 
54. And get better attendance at meetings. 
55. And get younger members. 


56. And get more persons in the “heavy” or basic indus- 
tries (marine, R. R., city transportation, metals and 
power). Light industry (needle, building, food, P. hs 
printing, shoes, building service and furniture). 

57. And more manual workers as against intellectuals 
and white collar workers. 

58. And more native-born organizers. 


59. And more in agriculture. 
60. And more native-born Communists. 


61. And get more in unions. 


62. And more employed workers. 
63. For the growth, while good, is not enough. 


64. Having only “an irreducible minimum,” as Browder 
calls it, of Communist support in N. Y. State of 4 voters to 
1 member. 


65. And more women. 


66. And strengthen the Young Communist League for 
work among student and youth organizations. 


67. And the Young Pioneers to train Y. C. L. 


68. And have special offices on Agitation and Propa- 
ganda (Agit-Prop). 

69. And special persons at headquarters to guide pro- 
gram for labor, women, farmers, foreign language groups, 
political parties, youth, different foreign groups. 


1 All N. Y. figures from The Communist, July, 1936, and figures for the U. 
2 On the basis of 2 votes for Browder for President to one claimed 
consin where the party membership is known), and of 1,600 in the Detr 
the distribution of other Communists by States: (Where not on ballo 
Arkansas, 85; California, 5,438; Colorado, 249; Connecticut, 591; Dela 


Indiana, 500; Kansas, 
1,282; Mississippi, 
ico, 
Rhode Island, 298; South Carolina, 
ington, 954; West Virginia, ——; Wisconsin, 1,094; Wyoming, 46. 


; Kentucky, 102; Iowa, 


oit area (?) which works out on the same ratio, 


t had a negligible few any way) Ari ——- : 
ae gece a y) izona, ; Alabama, 399; 


; Maine, 125; Maryland, 460; Massachusetts, 1,4 

; Nevada, ——; New Hampshire, 
Ohio, 2,625; Oklahoma, 
ssee, 163; Texas, 126; Utah, 140: V 


; Missouri, 208; Montana, 192; Nebraska, —— 
; New York, 17,804; North Carolina, 5; North Dakota, 190; 
; South Dakota, ——; Tenne 


PRACTICE AND COMMENTS 


3 : ig eee ! - a 
Change in membership: (Fosters Crisis in the Social 


‘st Party’) 1930, 7,500; 1931, 9,000; 1932, 14,000; 1933, 
tance eokes 26,000; 1935, 30,000; pre-election 1936, 
41,000; 1937, 40,000 (estimated on basis of C. P. worry 
over failing to get 5,000 C. P. members in N.Y. to req 
register by February ’37. (See February, 37 Party Or- 
ganizer.) + Over three-eighths of membership in ’36 ora 
little less than 16,000 were in the N. Y. 
may have included all N. Y. State). 


In New York one-fifth in party one year or less, and _ 


for every 3 recruited (in 27 months) lost one. Probable 
loss in 3 preceding months—1,000. For every 14 recruited 


district (which ° 


in heavy industry, lost 10; for every 15 Negroes, lost 8,» 


and in 1935 recruited 618 Negroes and lost 624. 

One-fifth had not paid in New York. 

50-80 per cent in New York at branch meetings. 

Three-fifths under 35 in New York. If this average 
holds 35,000 C. P. and Y. C. L. (16 years to 25) in the 
he Shen : 

In country, 2,500-3,000 there (or one-fifteenth) ; 10,000 
in light industries (one-fourteenth). In N. Y., 1 in 16 in 
heavy industy ; 15 in all other work. 


1About one-seventh, or 6,000 in the country, white col- 


lar workers. 


Did change from 100 per cent (1934) foreign-born in — 


N. Y. to 45 per cent in 1936. 

Some 1,500 or 1 in 27. 

In N. Y., the odds 9 to 7 against being native-born. 
Probably different elsewhere. 

In N. Y. for every 8 in unions, 7 not, and of these 7, 
6 are eligible. But in country, 15,000 in A. F. of L. 
(1936). 

In country 22,000 employed and 20,000 “unemployed.” 

In Detroit District (much or all of Michigan and maybe 
part of Indaina and Ohio) growth 800 to 1,600 (in spring, 
1936) in two years. 

Sixty-five thousand top vote (not for President) ; nearly 
16,000 members. If this figure holds true the country 
over have around 160,000 to 170,000 as “irreducible mini- 
mum.” Probable exaggeration.” 

In country women, one-third. Organ of Women’s Sec- 
tion Woman Today, 112 E. 19th St., N. Y. C. 

Ten thousand members (16 to 25). (Early fall, 1936.) 


When they reach the age of 25, enter C. P. Pushing | 


Champion of Youth magazine, 2 E. 23rd St., N. Y. C. 


Intensification of united front work of members urged. 


at May, 37, meeting of Y. C. L. C. I. O., American Stu- 
dent League, American Youth Congress, National Student 
Peace League Against War and Fascism and other mass 
organizations to be used to work for ideals of Communism. 


Six hundred and fifty delegates (300 from N. Y.), at 37 


convention. Y.C. L. now 
ing, taking in all persons. 


Camps—magazine The Young Pioneer—monthly, P. O. 
Box sta. Da ki Ae: 


This is the essential function of the party now—and on 
particular evils. 


Also Central Political Committee of 11 members. 


(1937) United Front, organiz- 


S. from October, 1936, issue. 
party member (which was the general rule in New York and Wis- 


the following is 


; Georgia, ——; Idaho, ——; Illinois, 394; 
65; Michigan, 1,692; Minnesota, 

96; New Jersey, 870: New Mex- 
; Oregon, 97; Pennsylvania, 2,030; 
ermont, 202; Virginia, 49; Wash- 


POLICY AND PROGRAM 


70. And publish special material to show how. 


_ 71, And collect statistical material and publish it on 
industry. 


72: And pass on the orders from the National Central 
Committee; to the States, to the counties and cities and 
branches; and down to the smallest units—the street unit 
and the shop unit and (temporarily) to the local industrial 
unit (of persons in the same union or industry). 


73. The aims throughout are defense of Russia and 
convincing people the present system is essentially wrong 
(1. e., create class-conscious workers). 


74. And keep up the fighting. 
75. In preparation for the final fight. 


76. An inevitable revolution to seize the all-essential 
State. 

77. Due to big industries essential incompatibility with 
private ownership. 

78. Under which the owners (thesis) will not give in to 
the emerging class of non-owners (anti-thesis) and they 
have to give in completely and ownership be abolished in 
a classless society (synthesis) to save big industry. 

79. Even though minor concessions can be wrested from 
the ruling class. 

80. Even though the ruling class will have recourse to 
war. 

81. And to domestic repression. 


82. And especially to war against Russia. 


83. In the final fight the people most conscious of all 
this will lead the revolution. 

84. And there can be revolution in one country alone 
and without waiting for a world revolution. 

85. The C. P. will establish a dictatorship and crush 
all opposition. 

86. End private ownership but put it under the State. 

87. Although soon the State will disappear and every- 
thing will be run by a classless people organized around 
their work. 

88. And since now and in the future all this is inevit- 
able, therefore there is no Providence or after life; and 
besides religion has people think some of the next life. 

89, But there are lots of prejudices among the people 
on religion yet and these have to be both broken down and 
yet in such a way as to help and not hurt the general pro- 
| gram. 


PRACTICE AND COMMENTS 


General literature. Small magazine Party Organizer. 

Labor Research Associates publish Economic Notes, 
Labor Notes, Steel and Metal Notes, Textile Notes, Labor 
Pact Booke Te) 111. “80 i. Lith) Si. Ne 


Thus training the members and others in the technique 
of class conflict and making them class conscious. 

Revolution will be necessary for the owners will not 
give in. 

Dialectical materialistic conception of social change. 


Hold that while private ownership always oppresses, 
now it will go because big industry forces the change. 
Hegel-Marx. 


Thus giving an argument for the United Front theory. 


Basis (along with defense of Russia) of talk about Im- 
perialist War. 

Fear of Fascism in U. S. and opposition to it every- 
where. 

Note attempt to identify Russia with “democratic coun- 
tries.” 

The C. P. is kept intact but is training a class-conflict 
following increasing its membership. 

Stalin view on Russia as distinct from Trotsky view. 

Dictatorship of the Proletariat. Defense of Russian 
terrorism. 

State Socialism. 

Communism. 


Therefore, militantly atheist. 


Attack and ridicule the defects and faults or weaknesses 
of churches (e. g., Spain) but do not be openly Atheist 
except when needed. 


Resume of Catholic, Socialist and Communist Attitude to Specific Proposals 


Catholic 


1, Labor unions. 

2. Collective bargaining. 

3. Collective bargaining passing into 
collective cooperation of employers and 
unions jeintly to end unemployment 
and peverty. 

4. Legislation to 
evils. 

5. Legislation that will help No. 3 
above. 


remedy specific 


6. Some public ownership as pallia- 
tive. 

7. Compel private ownership to 
serve common good; distribute owner- 
| ship; some public ownership. 


Socialist 
For. 
For. 
No class collaboration; or it is a 
training for a future working class 
domination. 


For. 


Either against; or favor it as a 
growth towards working class domina- 
tion. 

More and more public ownership 
until have nearly everything so owned. 

Mostly public ownership attained 
gradually by election. (The Socialist 
Party is now changing. ) 


N. B. The turning points are No. 3 and No. 5. 
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Communist 
For. 
For. 
Against; want the union for class 
militancy and to train for revolution. 


orm 


Against. 


Palliative only. 


Communism by revolution. 


APPENDIX A 


LOCAL AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESSES (July, 1936) 


CALIFORNIA: 
Los Angeles—- 
Jeff Kibre 
404 American Bank Building 
Also San Francisco and Berkeley 
COLORADO: 
Denver— 
Henry Gleed 
1837 Champa Street 
CONNECTICUT: 
New Haven— 
William Post 
444 Dixwell Avenue 
PLORIDA: 
Miami— 
Ethel Marshall 
2328 S. W. 17th Street 
FEETNOIS: 
Chicago— 
Minneola Ingersoll 
184 West Washington, Room 606 
MARYLAND: 
Baltimore— 
Morton Freidenberg 
1221 N. Charles Street 
MASSACHUSETTS: 
Boston— 
Grace Herbert 
16 Westland Avenue 
MICHIGAN: 
Detroit— 
Marie Henry 
6553 Woodward Ave., Room 311 


MINNESOTA: 
Minneapolis— 
John Thomas 
Phyllis Wheatley Settlement 
809 Aldrich Avenue N. 
Also St. Paul 


MISSOURI: 


St lons— 


American Workers Union 
1023 N. Grand Blvd. 
Also Kansas City 


NEW JERSEY: 


Newark— 
Alfred Manning, State Chairman 
222 Market Street, Room 240 
Also Elizabeth, Perth Amboy and 
Hackensack 


NEW YORK: 
New York City— 


Janet Feder 
55 W. 42nd Street, Room 753 
Also Syracuse and Buffalo 


OHIO: 


Cleveland— 


Eleanor Ginsberg 

1317 Public Square Bldg. 

Also Cincinnati, Toledo, 
Youngstown 
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and 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
Philadelphia— 
Benjamin Stahl 
538 Widener Bldg. 
Also Allentown, Pittsburgh, and 
Wilkes-Barre 
LOUISIANA: 
New Orleans— 
William R. HcHugh, Jr. 
1320 St. Andrew Street 


RHODE ISLAND: 
Pawtucket— 


Myrtle Korenbaum 
186 East Avenue 


TENNESSEE: 
Memphis— 
Edwin Mitchell 
Box 5215 


UTAH: 
Salt Lake City— 
Richard Rowland, Jr. 
646 E. 17th So. 
WASHINGTON: 
Seattle— 
Margaret Johnson 
512 University Building 
WISCONSIN: 
Milwaukee— 
Mrs. S. G. Eisenscher 
749 N. 10th Street, Apt. 12 
Also. Kenosha, Madison, 
Racine 


and 


The list of foreign language Communist papers as given by the Fish Committee (1930) is as follows: 


DAILY PAPERS 


Location Name of Publication Language 
New York Morning Freiheit i 
New York Uj Flor Heealee 
Chicago Vilnix Lithuanian 
Chicago Rovnost Ludu Slovak 
New York Russky Golos Russian 
New York _ Ukranian Daily News Ukranian 
Superior, Wis. Tyomies Finnish 
Brooklyn Laisve Lithuanian 
Chicago Radnik Jugoslay 
Worcester, Mass. Eteenpain Finnish 
Astoria, Oreg. Toveri Finnish 
WEEKLY AND MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS 

Location Name Frequency Language 
Philadelphia Pravda Semiweek i 
Superior, Wis. Punikki eae oe 
New a ork ; I] Lavoratore Weekly Itali i * 
Superior, Wis. Tyolaisnainen Weekly Fit nish 
New York Novy Mir Weekly Tec 
Chicago Mytid Weekly Scandi i 
New York Empros Weekly E on 
Brooklyn Il Proletario Semiweekly T ay 
Brooklyn Darbininkiu Balsas Monthly tit ee 
New York Obrana Weekly = ene 

ian 


* Suspended publication. 
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Detroit 


Trybuan Robotnicza 


New York Panvor 

New York Der Arbeiter 

New York Eritasard Hayastan 
Los Angeles Nyugat 

Detroit Saznanie 

Detroit Desteptarea 

New York Amerikas Zihna 
New York Uus Ilm 


New Bedford 
San Francisco 


A Vanguarda 
Rodo Shinbun 


Semiweekly 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Biweekly 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Semimonthly 
Weekly 
Biweekly 
Monthly 
Monthly 
Weekly 


New York Der Hammer 
New York Vida Obera 

New York Vanguard 

New York Cultura Poletaria 


Bimonthly 
Weekly 


L’Unita Operaia, 37 E. 12th Street, New York—bi-monthly (started in 1932). 


+ Probably suspended publication. 


Artists Union of New York 
430 Sixth Ave. 
New York City 


Artists Union of Baltimore 
402 St. Paul St. 
Baltimore, Md. 


Ulster County Artists Union 
Woodstock, N. Y. 


Artists Union of Massachusetts 
6 Boylston St. 
Boston, Mass. 


Artists Union of Chicago 
2818 Sheridan Rd. 
Chicago, II. 


Minnesota Artists iifhion 
2438 Stevens Rd. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Expressionist Group 
Robert Brown, 37 Miller St. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


tAkron: 63 East Exchange 


(Buffalo: 61 W. Chippewa 
iButte: 119 Hamilton St. 
iCambridge: 614 Holyoke St. 
Camden: 304 Federal St. 
Chicago: 200 W. Van Buren 

2135 W. Division St. 

1326 E. 57th St. 
)\Cincinnati: 540 Main St. 
NCleveland ; 1522 Prospect Ave. 
(Denver: 313 Mining Exchange Bldg. 
[Des Moines: 222 Youngerman Bldg. 
[Detroit : 3537 Woodward Ave. 


APPENDIX C 


Addresses of the Artists Unions of America 


Artists Union of Philadelphia 


1212 Walnut St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Santa Fe Artists Union 
Wyatt Davis, 902 Canon Rd. 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. 


Artists Union of New 
34 Park Place 
Newark, N. J. 


St. Louis Artists Union 


2737-a Sutton Ave. 
Maplewood, Mo. 


Harlem Artists Guild 


setts 
7A Victotianot 


Jersey Cleveland, Ohio 


Springfield, Mass. 
Cleveland Artists Union 
10115 Superior Ave. 


Polish 
Armenian 
German 
Armenian 
Hungarian 
Bulgarian 
Rumanian 
Lettish 
Estonian 
Portugese 
Japanese + 
Yiddish 
Spanish 
Chinese 
Spanish 


Artists Union of Western Massachu- 


American Artists ‘Union 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Detroit Artists Union 


M. Merlin, 226 E. Hancock 


Detroit, Mich. 
Co-operative Artists 


409 Edgecombe Ave. 
New York City 
Artists and Writers Union of Prov- 


424-426 Granby Bldg. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Wisconsin Painters and Sculptors of 


Nebraska 


incetown 


tO. BOX, G00 


Provincetown, Mass. 
Taos Artists Association 


Blanche Grant 
Taos, N. Mex. 


620 S. 31st Ave., 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Mr. Sidney Loeb 


2818 Sheridan Rd. 
Chicago, II. 
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Di 


Communists Book Stores (March, 1937) 


Bookniga Corporation (Importing and Distributing Agency) 255 Fifth Ave., New York City 
International Publishers, 381 Fourth Ave., New York City 
Workers’ Library Publishers, P. O. Box 148, Sta. D, New York City 


}Aberdeen, Wash: 11514 W. Heron St. 


Duluth: 28 E. First St. 

Grand Rapids: 319 Bridge St. 

Hollywood: 1116 N. Lillian Way 

Los Angeles: 230 S. Spring St. 
2411% Brooklyn Ave. 


Milwaukee: 419 W. State St. 
Minneapolis: 812 LaSalle Ave. 
Newark: 33 Halsey St. 

New Haven: 17 Broad St. 
New Orleans: 130 Chartres St. 
New York: 50 E. 13th St. 

140 Second Ave. 

98 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 
Oakland: 567 12th St. 
Omaha: 311 Karbach Block 
Paterson: 201 Market St. 


Madison, Wis.: Commercial Bank Bldg., 


Mid-west Editor, Art Front 


Room 417 


Philadelphia: 104 S. 9th St. 
Pittsburgh: 607 Bigelow Blvd. 
Portland, Oreg: 314 S. W. Madison St. 
Providence: 335 Westminster St., Room 42 
Race: 205) State St: 

Reading : 224 N. Ninth St. 

Richmond, Va.: 205 N. Second St. 
Sacramento: 1024 Sixth St. 

St. Louis: 3520 Franklin Ave. 

St. Paul: 570 Wabasha St. 

Salt Lake City: 134 Regent St. 

Sam Dieso 639 ESt. 


San Francisco: 170 Golden Gate Ave. 
1609 O’Farrell St. 
121 Haight St. 
San Pedro: 244 W. Sixth St. 
Santa Barbara: 208 W. Canon Perdido 
Seattle: 71314 Pine St. 
Spokane: 114 N. Bernard 
Superior: 601 Tower Ave. 
Tacoma: 1315 Tacoma, Ave, 
Toledo: 214 Michigan 
Washington, D. C.: 1125 14th St., N. W. 
Youngstown: 310 W. Federal St., 3rd Floor 
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COMMUNIST PERIODICALS 


The Daily Worker. Central organ, Communist Party, 
U.S. A. Section of Communist International. Pub- 
lished daily except Sunday, by the Comprodaily 
Publishing Co., Inc., 50 E. 13th St., New York City. 

The Sunday Worker. Published every Sunday by the 
Comprodaily Publishing Co., Inc., 50 E. 13th St., 
New York City. 

The New Masses. Published weekly by Weekly Masses 
Gos Inc.at 31 Eee7th. st,New Y ork City. 

The Communist. A magazine of the theory and practice 
of Marxism-Leninism. Published monthly by the 
Communist Party of the U. S. A., P. O. Box 148, 
Sta’ D (50-EGlSthiist)),, New “York, 

The Communist International. Organ of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist International. Pub- 
lished monthly in English, Russian, German, 
French, Chinese and Spanish. Workers Library 
Publishers, P. O. Box 148, Sta. D, New York City 
(50) Heal3thesty: 

The Party Organizer. Monthly. Issued by Central 
Committee, Communist Party, U.S. A. 

The Negro Worker. Monthly. Official organ of the In- 
ternational Trade Union Committee of Negro Work- 
ers (M. Georges Riand, Bureau 316) 40, Rue du 
Colisée, Paris 8, France. (Advertisement that “The 
Negro Worker” may be obtained in bookstores in 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, in South 
Africa; in two bookstores in London, one in Paris, 
and Harlem Peoples Bookshop in New York City, 
Modern Bookshop in Washington and in Cleveland, 
Ohio.) 

International Press Correspondance (Inprecorr). 
Weekly. English edition. Workers’ Bookshop, 49 
Farringdon Road, London, E. C. 1. 


Economic Notes. Published monthly by Labor Re- 
search Association, 80 E. 11th St., N. Y. C. 

Labor Notes, Mining Notes, Textile Notes and Steel and 
Metal Notes by the same. F 

Soviet Russia Today. Monthly. Published by Friends 
of Soviet Russia Publications, Inc., Suite 401, 824 
Broadway, New York. 

The Labor Defender. Published monthly by the Inter- 
national Labor Defense, 80 E. 11th St., Room 610, 
New York. 

The Southern Worker. Official organ of the Com- 
munist Party of the U. S. A. inthe South. Box 572, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The New Pioneer. A magazine for workers’ and 
farmers’ children. Organ of Young Pioneers. 
Monthly, P. O. Box 28, Sta. D, New York City. 

Moscow Daily News. For English speaking people in 
the Soviet Union and throughout the world. Pub- 
lished in Moscow. Distributed by Bookniga Cor- 
poration, 255 Fifth Ave., New York City. 

Moscow News. Weekly. As above. _ 

U. S. S. R. in Construction. Monthly pictorial. Pub- 
lished in Russia. Distributed by Bookniga Corpora- 
tion, 255 Fifth Ave., New York City. 

Sovietland. Illustrated monthly. Published in Russia. 
Distributed by Bookniga Corporation, 255 Fifth 
Ave., New York City. 

International Literature. Monthly of fiction and _ lit- 
erary criticism. Published in Russia. Distributed 
by Bookniga Corporation, 255 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Woman Today. 112 E. 19th St., N. Y. C. 

Local Weeklies. 


UNITED FRONT PERIODICALS 


The Student Advocate. Monthly organ of the Ameri- 
can otudent Union, 112 E. 19th St: N. Y.C: 

The Fight Against War and Fascism. Monthly organ 
of the National Executive Committee of the Ameri- 
can League Against War and Fascism, 286 Fourth 
Avenue, N. Y. 

Mimeographed News Releases by same. 

Champion of Youth. Published monthly by Champion 
a ens Publishers, 2 E. 23rd St., Room 508, N. 

Social Frontiers. Monthly, 44 W. 90th St., N. Y. 


The Voice of China. Published twice a month by the 
Eastern Publishing Co., an American firm, 749 Bub- 
bling Well Road, Shanghai, China. 

China Today. Published by American Friends of 
Chinese People, 168 W. 23rd St., New York City. 

Rural Worker, 25 N. Montgomery St., Trenton, N. ihe 

Farm Holiday News. Official organ of Farmers’ Na- 
tional Holiday Assn., Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Social Work Today. Monthly organ of National Co- 
ordinating Committee of Social Service Employe 
Groups, 6 E. 46th St., N. Y. 


CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS 


Art Front. Monthly. Artists’ Union, 41 Union Square, 
New York City. 

Science and Society. A Marxian Quarterly. Published 
by Science and Society, Inc., at 310 E. 75th St., New 
York City. ; 

New Theatre & Film. Published monthly October to — 
May, inc., bimonthly June to September, by Social 
Theatre Publications, Inc., 156 W. 44th St.,|N. Y. Cam 

Theatre Workshop. Quarterly. Official publication 
of New Theatre League (now incorporated as 

ai ae Theatre, Inc.), 117 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 

oto-History. Quarterly. Modern Age Books, I 
155 E. 44th St, N. Y. 6 aniseed 

Health and Hygiene. Monthly. Organ of Peopl 

Health Education League, 215 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Growth of Popular Instruction on Social Action 


__ In previous numbers of Informationes et Notitiae we have recorded the success attending the estab- 
lishment of special departments in Catholic colleges for adult education on the social and economic problems 
of the hour. Below is an interesting example from Brooklyn, New York. 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY 


SCHOOL OF SOCIAL ACTION 


ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING CLASSES 
FOR ITS SPRING SESSION—APRIL 19th to MAY 2ist 
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE 


No tuition charge, registration fee or cost of any kind 


CLASSES BEGIN APRIL 19th 


THE TRUTH ABOUT COMMUNISM 


SOLUTIONS TO SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


MONDAYS—Each Monday 
8:00 P.M. 1. Practical Problems in Ethics 
(Foundation of Morality, Insurance, Corporations, Wills) 
2. Constitution and Modern Problems 
3. Practical Social Work 


9:00 P.M. 4. Problems in Child Training 


5. International Problems 


|| TUESDAYS—Each Tuesday 

| §8:00P.M. 6. Modern Social Problems 
7. Natural Theology 

9:00 P.M. 8. Modern Co-operatives 
9. Crime 


WEDNESDAYS—Each Wednesday 
8:00 P.M. 10. Fundamental Principles of Social Work 


11. Catholic Church and Peace 
12. Federal Government and Industry 
9:00 P.M. 13. Church’s Defense Against Modern Dangers 


14. The Sacraments 


\| THURSDAYS—Each Thursday 
8:00 P.M. 15. Modern Economic Problems 
16. Modern Science 
17. Psychology 
9:00 P.M. 18. Catholic Labor Unions of Middle Ages 
19. Family Problems 
20. Right and Wrong in Labor Problems 


|| FRIDAYS—Each Friday 
|| 8:00 P.M. 21. Problems in Medical Ethics 
22. Public Speaking 


Reverend William T. Dillon, J.D., LL.D. 
Dean of St. Joseph's College 
Reverend Joseph V. O’Driscoll, C.M., M.A. 
Miss Marguerite Boylan, M.A. 
Executive Secretary, Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Reverend Henry M. Hald, Ph.D. 
Associate Superintendent of Schools, 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Professor George W. Burkholder, M.A., LL.B. 


Professor Walter L. Willigan, Ph.D. 
Reverend John P. Sweeney, S.T.D. 
Professor Walter L. Willigan, Ph.D. 
Professor William A. Gillard, B.A., LL.B. 


Reverend Edward E. Swanstrom, M.A. 
Associate Director of Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Professor George T. Starrs, M.A. 
Professor Thaddeus F. O’Reilly, M.A. 
Reverend Francis X. Fitzgibbons, Ph.D. 
Secretary, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Reverend Donald G. Knox, C.M., M.A. 


Professor John F. Blake, M.A. 

Professor Harold A. Horan, M.A. 
Reverend Joseph P. Ryan, C.M., M.A. 
Reverend Frederick J. Russell, C.M., S.T.D. 
Reverend John T. Burns, C.M., M.A. 
Reverend J. F. Garcia, C.M., Ph.D. 


Reverend William C. Hoctor, C.M. 
Reverend O.E. Morton, C.M., M.A. 


NN SO 


| One Class May Be Selected at Each Hour 


These Are General Courses for Adults 


Registration at St. John’s University, School of Social Action, 75 Lewis Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
from April 19th to April 26th, inclusive, seven to nine-thirty o’clock 
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A Practical Demonstration of Economic Cooperation 


WasHINnGcToN, April 31—A “Su- 
preme Court of Public Opinion” in the 
form of an Economic Council, which 
would include delegates of labor, all 
classes of employers, agriculture, the 
three principal religious groups, scien- 
tific and educational organizations and 
consumers was suggested last night by 
the Rev. Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, S.]J., 
Vice President of Georgetown Uni- 
versity, in one of a series of 10 lectures 
which he delivered at Continental 
Memorial Hall here. 

This ninth lecture took the shape of 
a model assembly composed of dele- 
gates from the major occupations in 
the community. A dialogue was pre- 
pared and the parts enacted by a group 
of students from the School of For- 
eign Service, who represented Capital, 
Labor, Industry, Agriculture, Con- 
sumers, Religion, Education, Arts and 
Sciences, etc. Before an interested 
audience of nearly 2,000 Washing- 
tonians, they discussed wages, labor 
relations and an equitable distribution 
of profits in language adapted to ac- 
tual conditions but based on the social 
teachings of the Papal Encyclicals con- 
cerning the ‘occupational organiza- 
tion” of society. 

In his opening address to the dele- 
gates before they began their discus- 
sions, Dr. Walsh said: 

“Tt represents the type of voluntary 


cooperation which if courageously, 
honestly and seriously administered, 
would achieve self-regulation by Capi- 
tal and Labor and Industry and Man- 
agement in Council assembled. There 
should be no government official of any 
sort whatsoever in this gathering. The 
only function of Government would be 
to do two things :—provide a gather- 
ing place with the same generosity 
manifested in housing art collections, 
caring for national parks, zoos, refuges 
for wild birds, experimental stations, 
and breeding facilities for seals on 
Pribiloff Island. Then, having pro- 
vided the building, Government should 
lock the door and say—‘You shall not 
come out until you have reached an 
agreement. If you cannot reach an 
equitable solution, the legislative power 
will be invoked to effect by law what 
you confess yourself incapable of 
achieving by mutual cooperation. This 
is your last chance. Regulate your- 
self—or be forever silent when the 
sovereignty of law shall speak after 
your default.’ ” 

“Has not the hour arrived for just 
such a true Economic Council, not 
hand-picked by Capital, not controlled 
by Labor, not appointed by Govern- 
ment, but composed of representatives 
freely chosen from all the major occu- 
pations, sitting permanently in Wash- 
ington, in the form of an unofficial but 
still recognized instrumentality de- 


signed to regulate economic activities 
for the good of all the people, not for 
any section or for any specific indus- 
try?” Dr. Walsh asked. “It would be 
self-regulation in place of the compul- 
sory legislation hitherto imposed. If 
men shirk the clear social responsibili- 
ties attaching to property, one of two 
things will happen. Either government 
will seek new ways and means to con- 
script their wealth by the power to tax 
which is the power to destroy, or by 
new social legislation. Or mobs will 
rudely confiscate it. Both have hap- 
pened elsewhere, and we have no 
guarantee of immunity. 

“One has only to look at the mount- 
ing public debt to realize the*imperative 
necessity of social reform from below. 
It can hardly be more expensive than 
the record of legislation from above. 
With income far below outgo, with 
relief and other extraordinary expen- 
ditures now turning stubbornly into 
ordinary and permanent charges, and 
with the borrowing power of the Fed- 
eral Government bound to be weak- 
ened with every new loan, what will 
eventually follow? Cold reason and 
recorded experience combine in an-— 
swering. Nothing except the desperate 
device of setting the presses running 
and simply printing the required cur- 
rency, backed by that decreasing 
security which always accompanies a 
too frequent call on credit.” 


Governor Murphy of Michigan Calls for an Applied — 
Christianity in Economics 


On March 21, 1937, the Chief Executive of the State of Michigan addressed a notable message to 


the members of the Holy Name Society gathered in convention at Detroit. 


important passages of his excellent speech. 


[2 IS at once reassuring and uplift- 
ing that in the midst of times so 
troublous and in a world so harassed 
by material cares and conflicts, you are 
athered here in such large numbers 
to unfurl, like the Crusaders of an- 
other day, the banners of Christianity. 
Your presence is to me happily sug- 
gestive of an effort on the part of each 
of you to lift your thoughts above the 
tumult and clamor of the day and to 
appraise what is in your hearts and in 
your minds. 

I am hopeful that, as you conduct 
this spiritual accounting, you will also, 
singly and together, seek earnestly for 
ways in which you give to the Chris- 
tian concepts which you are assembled 
here to honor an application that is 
practical in producing happier human 


relationship. You will agree with me, 
I am sure, when I say that the test of 
a true Christian is not alone in the 
faithfulness with which he attends 
church devotions but also in the .man- 
ner and the degree in which he applies 
his Christian concepts at home and in 
his relations with his fellow men 
abroad. 

_ I need hardly point out—so obvious 
is the fact—that in your search for 
ways and means of applying your 
Christian beliefs, you need look no 
farther for a guide than to the source 
of the inspiration which has brought 
us here today. You need only study 
Him whose divine sympathy for the 
afflicted and the hungry, and whose 
loving compassion for the multitude of 
unfortunates, have shone throughout 
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We reproduce below certain 


the ages—unparalleled in their death- 
lessness — like beacon lights on a 
stormy sea. 


APPEALS FOR REASON 


_ In considering our need for compas- 
sion in our thinking upon the large 
problems of our times, I know of no 
more immediate and pressing a neces- 
sity for Christian serenity of outlook 
than with regard to the industrial dis- 
putes which at this moment endanger 
the peace of the nation. Nowhere is” 
there greater danger than in the swag-- 
gering, intolerant bravado which 
thrives on force and violence, and 
which, in the end, can only serve to 
make a bad situation very much worse. 
Nowhere today is it more imperative 


hat each side concede its error and, 
hat done, strive unceasingly and sin- 
erely to correct it. Bloodshed, for 
xample, may be laid at the door of 
me party or it may be the fault of 
oth. Whatever the case, intelligence 
ind reason demand that those whose 
ictions or words may have precipitated 
he crisis alter their ways to guard 
gainst it. In short, the interests of 
he parties as well as of the innocent 
public will best be served by a willing- 
qess to sit with an honest and law- 
ibiding adversary at a conference 
able and to place faith in his sincerity 
und integrity of purpose. 

Combined with serenity of outlook 
there must be—if democratic processes 
are to survive—an intelligent obedience 
-o duly constituted authority. Among 
such authorities are the courts of our 
and, sworn to uphold the Constitutions 
and the laws of their respective juris- 
dictions. Hence, when an order of a 
-ourt has been lawfully entered after 
just and open hearing of the arguments 
>f both parties, it is the clear duty of 
all persons to comply with that order. 


WarNs OF “BLIND ADHERENCE” 


Firmly persuaded as I am of the 
need of directing our legitimate and 
lawful efforts toward the advancement 
of those large interests which are com- 
nonly known as “human rights,’ I 
cannot divest myself of the conviction 
hat personal liberty will be of little 
‘alue to our people if the authority and 


HE clash, Bishop Gannon said, is 
a holy war, “as holy as any that 
ever mobilized the Crusaders.” He 
characterized it as a fight for the free- 
dom of the Christian religion. 

The Catholic Press, the Bishop de- 
clared, must enlighten the American 
public, expounding the truth or false- 
hood, the merit or sham, the worthy 
leadership or political hypocrisy of the 
personalities or ideas involved in new 
and untried systems of philosophy and 
“government. f 

He suggested that the next meeting 
of the C. P. A. be held in a metropoli- 
tan center under the patronage of a 
Cardinal Archbishop, that there be 
nationwide preparation, with press and 
literary exhibits along the line of the 
world exhibition at the Vatican, and 
/a mobilization of Catholic authors, 
editors, publishers, college leaders and 


Rocuester, May 21.—The fight between atheistic Cc | 
a war of ideas and a war of thoughts and the Catholic Press must mobilize pen-power to engage in the 


struggle, the Most Rev. John Mark Gannon, Bishop of 
partment, National Catholic Welfare Conference, said in an ad 
seventh annual meeting of the Catholic 


integrity of our institutions are not 
preserved and property rights not pro- 
tected. J wish, however, to leave this 
word of warning: Blind adherence to 
a legalistic philosophy which demands 
only rigid obedience to the letter of the 
law and which chooses to ignore the 
spirit of the law as well as the realities 
of life will surely lead to the eventual 
frustration of the democratic ideal of 
true freedom. 


INTERESTS OF PUBLIC SUPREME 


Most essential, perhaps, to a peace- 
able settlement of the issues between 
capital and labor—and, incidentally, to 
the avoidance of the consequences of 
extremism—is the recognition and ac- 
ceptance by each party of its responsi- 
bilities to the general public. Under 
a government of, by, and for the 
people, that acceptance means a frank, 
unqualified admission that the interests 
of the public are supreme over and 
above those of either or both of the 
disputants. At the same time, those in 
authority will do well to guard that 
they speak for the public alone and 
that they do not serve as the instru- 
ments of a faction or the agent of one 
side or the other. It is the confidence 
in this philosophy—in the belief that 
government is the champion of the 
public’s cause alone—that enables it to 
serve both sides in a critical situation. 


Admittedly, if we are to solve our 
industrial difficulties without sacrifice 


Press Association of the 


Bishops, with the object of, making 
America Catholic Press-conscious. 


FINAL BATTLEGROUND 


“Hilaire Belloc, and some shrewd 
thinkers here in America, gifted with 
vision and a sensitiveness to omens, 
think America will be the final battle- 
ground on the issue of World Com- 
munism,” Bishop Gannon said. “They 
believe the mighty forces which will 
meet in this combat are now gathering, 
that the general battle lines of two 
powerful philosophies are now being 
drawn—the modern philosophy of ma- 
terialism and the older philosophy of 
Christianity. Sweeping through the 
fields of science, through colleges and 
universities, daily growing stronger 
and more practical in the ranks of 
labor, surging up to the very threshold 
of our government itself and demand- 
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of human values, we must have a gov- 
ernment possessed of a high-minded, 
progressive attitude toward all whom 
it serves as well as toward the situa- 
tions which arise within its jurisdic- 
tions. Of course, we must protect the 
public interests above all others. Of 
course, we must think of new ways to 
create agencies that will assure the 
public that protection. 


But, having done all this, we shall 
still be pathetically lost unless in our 
hearts and in our minds there is the 
inspiration which brings us here today. 
We shall be lost, also, if we forget the 
warning written decades before our 
present troubles began by that great 
Christian leader, Pope Leo XIII, that 
the Church is not “so occupied with 
the spiritual concerns of its children as 
to neglect their interests temporal and 
earthly.” 

I pray that the day will come when 
all who embrace the faith of the Man 
of Galilee may come to accept that 
wholesome belief, and what is more 
important, that they will practice it by 
fighting militantly for justice and the 
joy of living for the many who today 
are oppressed and weary. I hope for 
these things because our greatest need 
today is not for factories to produce 
more units, or for business to make 
higher profits, but a chance for each 
of us—in the high places and in the 
low—to take heart in the business of 
living. 


Task of Catholic Press in War on Atheistic Communism 


Communism and Christian Democracy already 1s 


of Erie and Episcopal Chairman of the Press De- 
dress delivered here tonight at the twenty- 
United States. 


ing to be reckoned with in our social, 
economic, and political life, is atheistic 
materialism. Preparing to meet this 
aggressive and dangerous enemy is the 
philosophy of Christianity, its weapons 
tried and tested and proven effective 
in many a like struggle during the cen- 
turies, emerging from each conflict 
stronger and more sure of itself than 
ever before, developed into its most 
active, militant and practical form in 
America, and now more than ready 
for this new struggle. The field has 
been brilliantly illumined by the Encyc- 
licals of the reigning Pontiff, Pius XI. 

“Alarming as these views of able 
thinkers may be, let me draw your at- 
tention to the fact that world-wide 
movements in philosophy and religion 
do not reach the explosive stage until 
they come in contact with government 
and attempt to destroy old forms of 


holy patriotism and law and order, to 
set up dictatorial forms subversive of 
the free-will, the democracy, and the 
inalienable rights of people to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
In our day of trial, materialistic phi- 
losophy returns to us with all its old 
fallacies and sophisms, under the 
glamorous label of atheistic Commu- 
nism. It reaches out for the control 
of government and the imposition of 
its vagaries and delusions on_ the 
masses of free people, through the 
means of dictatorship and absolute rule 
by decree. 

“Stripped of its large promises to 
the poor and the working-man, which 
it is unable to prove, guarantee or 
realize, it is essentially the philosophy 
of materialism, which attempts to re- 
move God and the snorality and prac- 
tice of religion from the face of the 
earth. Its establislinent as a govern- 
ment in Russia is now nearly twenty 
years old and, helped by an unscrupu- 
lous and world-wide propaganda, it 
has been able only to turn into confu- 
sion the lives of a small group of Chi- 
nese, to gain temporary ascendency 
within a political group of Mexico and 
to dominate the lesser portion of Spain. 
All strong governments have set up a 
barrier and a defense against this new 
ideology spread by Russians who, gen- 
erally speaking, are still Orientals. 


COMPROMISE IMPOSSIBLE 


“However, in the final analysis, this 
we must realize: namely, if the phi- 
losophy of materialism is to prevail, 
atheistic Communism is the inevitable 
government to set up in any nation. 
If spiritual ideals and Christian phi- 
losophy are to prevail, a free democ- 
racy is the logical government by which 
a free moral people should be ruled. 
We in America must choose between 
materialism and Christianity. There 
is no compromise. Unless we turn the 
tide of materialism which has run 
unbridled through our universities, our 
literature, our cinemas, and is now 
seeping into our labor ranks and down 
into our common schools, we cannot 
hope to escape the loss of our great 
American heritage of Christian mo- 
rality and spiritual ideals, of freedom 
of press, of conscience and assembly. 

“Probably before reaching America 
in its explosive form, this Communis- 
tic ideology must pass through France 
and turn that nation into a shambles. 
This event is difficult to picture, inas- 
much as the French, whom the at- 
mosphere of the French Revolution 
still chills, are lovers of democracy 
and a republican government and will 
not easily yield to dictatorship and 
absolutism. It must pervade the 
Nordic countries of the north, who 
look upon it today with contempt. It 


must invade the British Empire and 
dissolve it into pieces, an eventuality 
which strains the imagination of calm 
thinking people. It is only after such 
progress that the philosophy of ma- 
terialism in the form of atheistic Com- 
munism can hope to seize the govern- 
ment of the United States and reduce 
free American citizens to the bondage 
of a dictatorship and the surrender of 
God and Christianity. Thus far it has 
failed to place a single representative 
in the United States House or Senate 
and it can boast of but one lone mem- 
ber in the British House of Commons. 

“Perhaps the most outstanding 
crises for Christianity in the past have 
been the attempts of the Turk with 
his crescent and infidelism to invade 
Christian Europe in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. You well know how the Chris- 
tians under the leadership of Pope 
Saint Pius the Fifth repelled the at- 
tack and drove these Orientals with 
their peculiar ideology back into their 
own natural domain. You recall well 
the attempts of the hordes of Moors 
with their Mohammedan ideology to 
invade Europe through the Iberian 
Peninsula and impose their rule on a 
Christian people. You know the story 
of the power and bravery of Catholic 
Spain in repelling these invaders and 
returning them to Africa. Who knows 
but that in the secrets of Divine Provi- 
dence, the Spanish people, the victim 
on the altar of immolation, are today 
being called on as the nation to de- 
cisively test and crush atheistic Com- 
munism. 


Press Must Mositize 


“Whatsoever light these points of 
history, past and current, may con- 
tribute to our problems here in 
America, whatsoever realism may be 
found in this analysis and forecast, 
there is sufficient evidence at hand to 
compel us, members of the Catholic 
Press Association, not only to prepare 
and forearm for any eventuality but to 
mobilize our pens and thoughts to ex- 
pose the fallacies of the current evil 
and to forestall any impending peril 
to our beloved nation and our Chris- 
tianity. For in any event, should 
America fail to escape the scourge of 
atheistic Communism, the social suf- 
ferings, the destruction of culture and 
the unbelievable consequences of the 
disorder are too horrible to contem- 
plate. 

“Gentlemen, it is no new situation 
that faces us; once before the free con- 
science of Europe was suppressed by 
tyrannical and dictatorial governments. 
America provided the solution at that 
time by opening its shores to all the 
oppressed of Europe without excep- 
tion. She established as a fundamental 
principle the freedom of conscience 
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and the right to worship God accord-— 


ing to each citizen’s light and creed. — 


The totalitarian State was set up in 
Europe four hundred years ago but it 
failed to function and endure in its 
absolute form. .It was then that in the 
designs of Divine Providence, the veils 
were drawn upon a new world and a 
democracy, providing for 


hitherto - 


unheard of broad personal liberty, was - 


revealed in our immortal Constitution. 


“For us of America, therefore, it 
will never be a sectarian fight; it 1s 


unmistakably a fight to preserve not > 


only the faith we freely practice but 
the free government we love; it is a 
fight between atheistic Communism 
and Christian Democracy. God grant 
that it may never come to the spilling 
of blood, but it is already-a war of 
ideas, a war of thoughts, and we of 
the Catholic Press must mobilize the 
pen-power of the English world to en- 
gage in the struggle. It is a holy war, 
as holy as any that ever mobilized the 
Crusaders, for it is a fight for the 
freedom of the Christian religion; and 
it is a patriotic struggle too, as patri- 
otic as any that ever brought the sons 
of America to the battle lines or the 
trenches, for it is a struggle for the 
freedom of our American Democracy. 


Last BULWARK OF LIBERTY 


“The Catholic Church, so often mis- 
takenly called an enemy of freedom, 
on the contrary is the last bulwark of 
human liberty remaining on earth. 


Would you seek proof of this state-_ 


ment? Then behold the foul persecu- 
tion of the Church in Communistic 
countries by dictators whose absolute 
power over human souls, over the in- 
alienable rights and liberties of souls, 
has been boldly and courageously chal- 
lenged by the leaders of the Catholic 
Church.” 


“The Catholic Press Association of 
the United States,” Bishop Gannon 
said, “has a special mission to perform 
in this critical period of history. As 
Christians and as Americans we must 
make this nation Catholic Press-con- 
scious. About us are literally millions 
of our citizens unknowingly absorbing 
a poisonous propaganda whose avowed 
purpose is to destroy our religion and 
our government. The influence of the 


Catholic Press must reach them; they. 


have never been denied freedom to 


worship God as they wished; they do | 


not know what a monstrous thing dic- 
tatorial government can become with 
its blood purges and its assassinations 
in the dead of night. We can give 
them the facts as to what is happening 
in parts of Europe today. We can 
constantly remind them why their 
forefathers embarked for a new conti- 
nent and a new way of life.” 


EO OO 


“The Catholic Press must enlighten 
he American public, expounding the 
ruth or falsehood, the merit or sham, 
he worthy leadership or political hy- 
ocrisy, of the personalities or ideas 
nvolved in new and untried systems 
f philosophy and government. It is 
he sacred,duty of the Catholic Editor 
0 expose the sham and fake of the 
elf-seeking, shallow hypocrite, as well 
is to promote with good will and en- 
husiasm any new measures proposed 
for the betterment of raw social con- 
litions and for the strengthening and 
ficiency of our benevolent govern- 
nent. 


Press Exuisir URGED 
“Since the conditions which con- 


front government today are so extra- 
ordinary, it appears logical that the 


Catholic Press Association should 
project an extraordinary program, a 
program of nationwide proportions. 
I therefore am taking the liberty of 
suggesting that the next Catholic Press 
Convention be staged in a metropoli- 
tan center under the patronage of a 
Cardinal Archbishop, with a nation- 
wide preparation, with a press and 
literary exhibition along the lines of the 
Vatican Exhibition, with a mobiliza- 
tion of all Catholic authors, editors, 
publishers, college leaders and Bishops 
—culminating in the great objective of 
making America Catholic Press-con- 
scious, of increasing the spread of 
Catholic thought and of bringing to 
bear on the social problems of America 
the solutions contained in the Papal 
Encyclicals. I believe the task of the 


Catholic Press is the most important 
in the Church of the United States 
today and I believe that the eyes and 
ears of all America would center on 
such a gathering. 

“We of the Catholic Press Associa- 
tion are the key men in what may 
prove to be one of the most critical 
periods of all time, but we can move 
forward with absolute confidence. We 
speak for a faith that has weathered 
the storms of two thousand years and 
we are the lineal descendants of fore- 
fathers who wrote enduring principles 
of democracy into the political phi- 
losophy of the human race. Gentlemen 
of the Catholic Press Association! 
We have a glorious job to perform! 
For ‘God!~ For America! “For ‘the 
Church! Let’s go ahead and do it!” 


Sound Philosophy Effective Answer To Communism 


eon] O amount of shouting nor 
constant stream of vitriolic 
anguage can answer Communism,” 
Dr. Slavin said. “The trend of the 
imes is undoubtedly toward some form 
f totalitarianism gripping the United 
States, but there is an escape if only 

e had leaders and the courage to in- 
terpret democracy in the light of the 
following principles: (1) Man is not 
only an animal but a rational animal. 
(2) As everything in the universe 1s 
bound by law, so too man 1s bound— 
the law that binds man is the natural 
moral law. (3) The promulgation ot 
this law is made known to man by his 
natural inclinations, one of which is 
to live in society. (4) The family and 
of course the individual take prece- 
dence over the state. (5) The 1mme- 
diate end of the state is peace and 
progress, while the ultimate end is to 
pprovide happiness for the members 
who make up the state. (6) Man as 
a subject is part of the state but his 
inalienable rights grant him a sov- 
ereign measure of independence. (7) 
'The ruler of the state exists for the 
‘state and the authority of the state 1s 
chiefly to lead men to their goal. This 


authority is limited by the natural law, 
which must always be the guide in any 
assertion of authority. The liberty of 
those who are in authority does not 
consist in the power to lay unreason- 
able commands upon their subjects but 
the binding force of human laws con- 
sists in this that they are supplements 
to the natural law. 

“Thomistic political philosophy vin- 
dicates the nature of man and asserts 
that his rights are not state-given but 
God-given. They are bound up with 
the personal destiny of man. Because 
these rights precede all the regulations 
of the state, the state must respect 
them. Individual good while subordi- 
nate to the common good is not ab- 
sorbed into it. The state has the obli- 
gation of leading men to their goal and 
promoting their well-being. This well- 
being is destroyed by every system 
which idolizing the state looks upon it 
as the only source of rights, morality 
and liberty. 

“Totalitarianism in the — political 
sphere and Communism in the eco- 
nomic sphere are the logical outcome 
of the progressive secularization of 
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Princeton, N. J., April 19.—The answer to Communism lies in a return “to sound philosophy which 
gives us the true nature of man and his rightful place in society,” declared the Rev. Dr. Robert J. Slavin, 
O.P., of the Catholic University of America, in the fifth of a series of Thomistic lectures at Princeton 
University, sponsored by the Catholic Club of the university. 


society which began with the disrup- 
tion of Christianity in the sixteenth 
century,” Dr. Slavin said. ‘‘Material- 
istic philosophy abandoned the scho- 
lastic teaching on the nature of man 
and looked upon him simply as part 
of the state. With the state as the 
center of reference for all things and 
the nature of man distorted, it was but 
logical that the outgrowth of such a 
perverted view should be Communism. 
Moreover, the abuses of the Capitalis- 
tic era with its creation of economic 
classes brought about a natural reac- 
tion, a swing of the pendulum to the 
other extreme. The excesses of indi- 
vidualism in laissez faire capitalism 
brought about the equally vicious ex- 
cess of collectivism. Totalitarianism, 
whether it be Fascism, Nazism or 
Communism, js characterized by the 
following elements: (1) A. mystic 
Nationalism, (2) the assimilation of 
the functions of individuals by the 
state, (3) the glorification of force as 
an end in itself, (4) the supremacy of 
the state in ethics, religion and mo- 
rality as well as in politics and 
economics.” 


Christian Social Order Academy of Weston College, Mass. 


In September the Jesuit Theological students 
Membership in this 
Although all theologians are welcome a 


tian Social Order studies. 
terested in Social problems. 


purposes the study group has been limited 
and reasonably successful in its purpose o 
lar institutes have been formed in other Houses of Study, accounts of 


Informationes et Notitiae. 


TD URING the first year of activity 

the work of the students con- 
sisted in reading, discussions of books 
and magazine articles, with a paper 
once each month on some topic of in- 
terest. During the following year 
1935-36 the same working program 
was followed. But in the papers read, 
special attention was given to the prin- 
ciples and practice of Communism. 
Five of these lectures were selected by 
Rey.2M. J:hAhernjes. je, for delivery 
over the Yankee Network of Radio 
Stations : 

1. “The Philosophy of Commu- 
nism,” by Rev. David W. Twomey, 
Sis 
5 “Communism and the Individ- 
ual,” by Rev. Francis G. Deevy, S.J. 

3. “Communism and the Family,” by 
Rev. Hubert C. Callaghan, S.J. 

4. “Communism and the United 
States,” by Rev. William A. Ott, S.J. 

5. “Communism and Atheism,” by 
Rev. John D. St. John, S.J. 

The success of these radio broadcasts 
may be judged from the fact that they 
were copied from the Boston Pilot into 
other publications. One of these 
speeches, that of Father Deevy, S.J., 
was reprinted in the Irish Monthly, and 
again reprinted in substance in the 
Catholic Readers Digest, and voted to 
be the best article in that current issue 
of the Digest. 

During the scholastic year 1936-37 
the Academy devoted itself to a study 
of the positive program for counter- 
acting Communism, as embodied in the 
encyclical, Quadragesimo Anno, as fol- 
lows: 

Three Lectures on the Meaning of 
Social Justice by Rev. Joseph F. Mac- 
Donnell, S.J. 

A Dissertation on the Living Wage 
by Rey. Trnest .B. Foley, S.J. 

Bight “Lecturess on. the ,lext of 
Quadragesimo Anno by Rev. Joseph 
F. Quane, S.J. 

Each of these lectures was supple- 
mented by questions and extensive dis- 
cussion on the part of all the members. 
The stress thus laid on the Catholic 
method of reconstructing the social 
order proved to be most apt, in view 
of the fact that, subsequent to our 


course of lectures, the latest encyclical 
of our Holy Father, Divint Redemp- 
toris, placed such marked emphasis on 
the positive method of battling Com- 
munism. 

With three years of profitable ex- 
perience and with the expressed desire 
of Pope Pius XI as guides to further 
activity, the Academy made careful 
preparation for the coming year. Both 
the positive and the negative methods 
of laboring against Communism were 
deemed necessary for the complete ef- 
ficiency of our Academy. Conse- 
quently, while emphasizing the positive 
program, some aspects of the funda- 
mental and practical errors of Com- 
munism were included in the make-up 
of our lecture course. During the 
coming scholastic year 1937-38 the 
members of the Academy have agreed 
to work upon a program of lectures to 
be delivered fortnightly through the 
school year, as follows: 


1. The Mystical Body—Rev. P. D. 
Kiely, S.J., Messrs. H. F. Cun- 
DIT dae) alls An VV GRC teal 

2. The State—Mr. L. P. O’Keefe, 
S.J. 

3. Economic Life: 

a. Capitalism (history and philos- 
ophy )—Mr.R.F. X. Cahill, S.J. 

b. Labor (history .and  philos- 
ophy)—Messrs. T. A. Mur- 
pliy,,.S.J.,, FX, Wilkie, S.). 

c. Family Wage—Rev. D. F. 
Dwyer, S.J. 

d. Labor Market and Occupa- 
tional Groups — Rev. Francis 
G. Deevy, S.J., Mr. S. C. Ga- 
ravaglia, S.J. 

e. Credit and Banking—Messrs. 
Bievee SelGeSOn, 25, ) vat lak 
Quane, S.J. 

f. Cooperatives—Mr. T. P. Hen- 
HeSSEY 5.) 

4. Marxian Communism (history 
and philosophy )—Rev. F. J. Os- 
borne, o.)., Rev. |. Lot joni 
>) op Aare Ey fie, Catt Ctenyy eb e) gente 
i. fs satienan, . 15 

5. Youth Movement—Rey. H. C. 
Callaghan, S.J.. Messrs. G. H. 
epee S.J., W. E. Shanahan, 
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of Weston College will begin their fourth year of Chris- 
Academy has been restricted to selected students really in- 
t lectures and discussions, for practical 
to thirty. The work of the Academy has been of interest to all 
f training Jesuits in this important field of Catholic Action. Simi- 
which will appear in later issues of 


6. Peace Movement — Rev. J. F. a] 


Moynihan, S.J., Mr. J. L. Foley, 


S.J. 

7. Theatre Movement — Mr. J. A. 
Golden, S.J. 

8. XO-Plan (Social Order Pro- 


gram of Jesuit Provinces)—Mr. 
J. J. Hennessey, S.J. 
A number of suggestions were sub- 


mitted for consideration in the future: 


1. That there be a public presenta- 
tion, at least before the students 
and professors of Weston Col- 
lege, of selected material worked 
out in the Academy. 

2. That the Academy be accorded 
the status of a recognized course 
in Theology, for which regular 
academic credits shall be granted. 

3. That the members of our Acad- 
emy be permitted to write their 
Theological Licentiate Essays on 
some phase of Atheistic Commu- 
nism or the Reconstruction of the 
Social Order. 


4. That formal and specific courses 
be given for all theologians on the 
Papal Program of Social Recon- 
struction; as contained in the en- 
cyclicals, Rerum Novarum, Quad- 
ragesimo Anno, and Divini Re- 
demptoris. 


gaged in the actual task of coun- 
teracting Communism and build- 
ing up a Christian Social Order, 
be invited to address our Acad- 
emy on the technique to be fol- 
lowed and the difficulties to be 
overcome in their field of work. 

6. That a regional bureau of in- 
formation and source material for 
those actively engaged in anti- 
Communist activity and Social 
Reconstruction work in New 
England be established at Weston 
College. 


Officers elected for the coming year — 
are as follows: Chairman, Joseph F. 


Quane, S.J.; secretary, Hubert F. 
Cunniff, S.J.; librarian, Francis X. 
Wilkie, S.J. 
Jos. F. MacDonne t, S.J., 
Moderator. 


5. That Jesuits who are already en- _ 
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What About Communism? In the Canadian Mes- 
-enger of the Sacred Heart, Rev. W. X. Bryan, S.J., has 
yeen writing an extended series of informative and con- 
structive articles. They began in January, 1937, and 
‘xtend through the succeeding numbers for many months. 
They are in English. 


Communists and Father Hopkins, S.J. This article, 
ey Alfred Barrett, S.J., published in America for October 
61, 1936, was commented on in an editorial in The Month 
‘or December, 1936, as giving further evidence of the 
“termite tactics” of the United Front in the field of lit- 
“rature. 


Few Catholics seem to realize how many of those who 
vet the pace of poetry today, both versifiers and critics, 
ire exponents of the Leftist cause. In England there is 
[hat trio of Marxian idealists, Auden, Spender, and Day 
ewis; in America, among others, are Paul Engle, Horace 
stegory, Kenneth Fearing, Muriel Rukeyser, whom Wil- 
fam Rose Benét has called ‘‘our most promising woman 
poet,” and, practically, now Archibald MacLeish. 

Further . . . they have claimed as their own the Jesuit 
et, Father Gerard Manley Hopkins. Why do they want 
fopkins? Because he is the most significant poetic influ- 
‘nce of the age and, in the words of the London Times, 
ene whose “daring form and glorious thought” have won 
aim a place among the major English poets. 

Not only does his work show in its thought content a 
‘ebellion against the bourgeois tradition, but, they crow, 

opkins has avowed himself a Communist. Thus Babette 
Yeutsch, in the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, concludes that “his 
reatness lies in his having companioned a strong Com- 
mqunist bias with an acute appreciation of the value of 
mdividuality, all things (and all persons) ‘counter, orig- 
nal, spare, strange.’”’ She has apparently not noted the 
-ontradiction such an estimate involves, for insistence on 
individual rights is incompatible with a thoroughgoing 
lialetical materialism. 
Miss Deutsch, disregarding the wider implications of 
ais published letters, is intrigued by one “sensational” 
hassage in a letter to Robert Bridges. ‘I must tell you, 
Hopkins wrote, “I am always thinking of the future... . 
Jorrible to say, 1 am in a manner a Communist. Their 
deal, barring some things, is nobler than that professed 
oy any secular statesman that I know of. Besides it 1s 
‘ust. J do not mean that the means of getting to 1 are. 
But it is a dreadful thing for the richest and most neces- 
Lary part of a very rich nation to live a hard life without 
lignity, knowledge, comforts, delight, or hopes in the 
nidst of plenty—which plenty they make. 
The italics in the above were inserted by the author and 
fopkins’ reservations are important as showing that he 
bnly had the same kind of Christian social awareness 
which Dr. Blanche Mary Kelly ascribes to the earlier poet 
_angland in her new book, “The Well of English.” Writ- 
1871, this letter is a social manifesto 20 years 
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in advance of Rerum Novarum, and its phraseology is 
almost Coughlinesque. Hopkins put the matter beyond 
dispute in a subsequent letter to the shocked Bridges: 
“T have little reason to be Red; it was the Red Commune 
which murdered five of our Fathers lately. So far as I 
know I said nothing that might not fairly be said.” 

I Visit the Soviets, by E. M. Delafield. (Published 
by Harper & Bros., N.Y.) 

This is an unusual kind of book about the Soviet. It 
is not full of statistics, faked or otherwise, of the indus- 
trial progress made under the Five Year Plans, or of the 
colossal figures of the Soviet’s armed forces. It gives the 
reactions of an Englishwoman, reluctantly leaving her 
husband, her two children at school, her home in the coun- 
try, and her village life, and going for four months to 
live in Russia, spending part of the time in a village 

commune.” 

The author, Miss E. M. Delafield, turns the floodlight 
of her famous sense of humor onto the new Russia, but 
while she makes us chuckle she gives a shrewd idea of 
what any ordinary Englishwoman—be she of high or low 
estate—would feel about the conditions there. How sad 
she would find it that the children are taught to laugh 
at God. 

A conversation Miss Delafield had with a schoolgirl 
runs as follows: 

“Have you ever, any of you, read the Bible?” 

“No. It would be of no use to us.” 

“How can you tell that, if you’ve never read it?” 

“We know that it is none of it true. What is false, 
cannot be good.” 

“Tt has historical value. It has influenced the world 
for many hundreds of years.” 

“It has influenced it badly. We wish to forget all that, 
and make a new world, founded on reason and without 
superstition.” 

How well she had been primed, remarks Miss Delafield. 

How distasteful an Englishwoman would find the utter 
lack of privacy of every kind—the close crowding of fam- 
ilies in one room apiece as a general rule—the absence of 
private wards and even of screens for any kind of patient 
whatever in the hospitals. 

Here is another conversation the author had with a 
guide, who was proudly describing the holiday resorts for 
workers : 

“Do the workers who need.a holiday choose where they 
go, or is it settled for them?” asked Miss Delafield. 

“They are told by the government where to go for their 
holidays,’ was the reply. 

“That’s what I meant,’ Miss Delafield retorted. ‘There 
isn’t a great deal of freedom. Don’t some of them feel 
they'd rather decide these things for themselves ?” 

They probably do, but they have to go where they 
are told. 
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’ 1936 Hand Book of Labor Statistics. U.S. Dept. of 


MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES—— 
Labor Statistics. (Free through Social Action Depart- 


The Encyclical, Reconstructing the Social Order— 


New translation. (Social Action Department, N. Ci. ment. ) 
We C., 50¢: _ Wages and Hours of American Labor, F. J. Haas. 
Latin text of Reconstructing the Social Order. (Social (Paulist Press, 5c.) 
Action Department, N. C. W. C.) Special Report on American Communism and Non- 
The Encyclical, Atheistic Communism. (N. C. W. C., Communist “Radical” Organizations. (Social Action 
10c.) Department, N. C. W. C.) 
* Reorganization of Social Economy, Nell-Breuning- American Labor Movement, F. J. Haas. (Paulist - 
Dempsey. (Bruce, Milwaukee, $3.50.) Press, 5c.) 
An Social i ¢ A. McGowan. N. C. W. C., F ; | 
Ge Ripe ocial Justice, Repay McGowan: 1936 Hand Book of American Trade Unions. U. S. 
‘ea : , ‘ a 7 ee Bureau of Labor Statistics. (Free through Social Action 
Ore Social Justice. (Ne. Gc Wales slOG) Department, N. C. W. C.) 
* A Better Economic Order, John A. Ryan. (Harper, ; | 
Nowy h2.008) * Principles of Labor Legislation, Commons and An- 


an drews. (Harper, N. Y., 1936, $3.25.) 


* Books, if ordered from the publishers in quantity lots through ae g “ P 
colleges, etc., can undoubtedly be obtained at a 20 per cent discount. The Constitution and Catholic Industrial Teaching, 


John A. Ryan. (Paulist Press, 5c.) 


Knowledge of Communism 


and 


A United Christian Front 


————— 


Against 


The Third International 


Editorial Note 


Vee this issue of INFORMATIONES ET preparing further authoritative documenta- 
NOTITIAE we conclude the present vol- tion for the ensuing year. | 
ume, as there will be no issue during the Among other interesting projects a study 
months of July, August, and September. We will be made of the important papi 
bile lag publication with the October organization developed in Nova Scotia at 
number. — Antigonish under the auspi , 
The editors desire to thank very sincerely Lie. University. Thee dsee eee 
all those who have cooperated either by sup- folk, farmers, and other working classes | 
plying material, or by drawing attention to system of consumer and producer coo ie i 
valuable items. The result has been an im- tives and credit unions has been Bed a nd | 
pressive accumulation of helpful information on Christian principles in a manner has 
of the most varied character. During the makes it one of the outstanding social achie 
summer months the Editor-in-Chief, the As- ments on the American continent. A det ‘led 
sociate and Contributing Editors, will have _ report of this experiment will bead es 
an opportunity to study the situation in the one who will attend the sum il 
United States and elsewhere with a view of person. Tata 
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